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Five years later, a look back at a developing debacle 
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DEMOLITION MAN 

Ratner preps Atlantic Yards site 
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By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It remains the question that is on every Brook- 
lynite’s mind: What is going on at Atlantic Yards? 
The answer: just about nothing. 

Five years after Bruce Ratner introduced his sweep- 
ing vision for a 22-acre mini-city on and around the 
Long Island Railroad train yards — which would 


balloon into a $4.2-billion, publicly subsidized proj- 
ect including 16 skyscrapers, a 19,000-seat sports 
arena, 6,800 apartments, and top-grade office space 
— reality has trumped the dream. 

• Of the 16 skyscrapers, Ratner is only speaking 
about building two in the near term — and even 
those are delayed. 

• The project’s centerpiece — the iconic “Miss 


Brooklyn” tower at the gateway to Atlantic Yards, 
the corner of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues — isn’t 
part of the complex anymore, a victim of Ratner’s 
inability to land an anchor tenant for its commer- 
cial or office space. 

• The site of an arena for the Ratner-owned New 
Jersey Nets, the most highly touted and arguably 
popular element of the project remains an empty 


pit, instead of hosting National Basketball Associ- 
ation games by 2006 as originally promised. 

While ongoing litigation — one of the last ma- 
jor cases won’t even be heard until January — may 
have contributed to some delays, the economy’s col- 
lapse is the biggest player right now. 

Ratner’s parent company, the Ohio-based Forest City 
Enterprises, admitted this week that even it doesn’t 


know what the future will hold for Atlantic Yards. 

“We remain committed to this [project],” Forest 
City CEO Charles Ratner told investors on Wednes- 
day — but then quickly allowed reality to seep into 
his conference call. “When we get — and we be- 
lieve we will — successfully through the last of the 
litigation in 2009, we’ll evaluate the market at the 
See FIVE YEARS LATER on page 14 


THE MAN 
WHO LOST 
TO OBAMA! 




WINNER AND LOSER: As president of the Harvard Law Review, Barack Obama is in the cen- 
ter of this archival shot of the 1990 staff. The man he defeated, ParkSloper David Goldberg, 
is in the far left bottom corner. 


Pizzafiti confession 

Cops: Deliveryboy admits to defacing elevator 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The boneheaded pizza de- 
liveryman caught on security 
cameras scratching his cheesy 
tag into a Brooklyn Heights el- 
evator has confessed to the van- 
dalism, a police source told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

Cops say the defendant, Mo- 
hammed Ali, was caught carving 
“Dizzy CFM” into the wood-pan- 
eling of a Livingston Street apart- 
ment building between Court and 


Clinton streets on Oct. 17 — and 
the story was front-page news 
last week. 

Ah, a former employee of Papa 
John’s, was collared within a week 
of the crime and he promptly con- 
fessed, said a source at the 84th 
Precinct. 

“He was very remorseful,” the 
source said. 

Perhaps so, but Ali’s lawyer 
said that her client has notpleaded 
guilty to the caught-on-camera 

“It’s not likely that he’ll com- 


ment because it could affect the 
case,” said Ali’s attorney, Megan 

The man behind the “Dizzy 
CFM” scratchiti also did not re- 
spond when The Paper offered to 
become an online “friend” through 
Ah’s Myspace.com page. 

That social networking site 
did reveal a trove of informa- 
tion about the suspect, including 
some fleet footwork in a dance 

The accused vandal will be 
See PIZZA on page 14 


Fossella's new digs 

Congressman gets five days in slammer 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Disgraced Rep. Vito Fossella 
has been ordered to spend five 
days in jail later this month for 
drunk drivings Virginia judge 
ruled on Monday — but the 


lovechild-siring congressman 
may escape prison, thanks to 
a state law that awards him a 
brand new trial. 

Minutes after Judge Becky 
Moore hit the Bay Ridge Repub- 
lican with the mandatory five- 


day sentence, Fossella appealed, 
triggering Virginia’s automatic 
re-trial, this time by jury. 

“The legal process in Virginia 
is a lengthy one ,” said Barry Pol- 
lack, Fossella’s attorney. “[This 
See FOSSELLA on page 14 



HERE'S SCOTT: This picture tells you every- 
thing you need to know about Scott Herman 
of "The Real World: Brooklyn." 

AB FAB! 

Real World Brooklyn's 
Red Hook crib notes 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 


I t is no small thing to say that 
a Park Slope lawyer named 
David Goldberg is one of the 
most important figures in Amer- 
ican history. 

Goldberg, you see , ran against 
Barack Obama for president of the 
Harvard Law Review in 1990. 

So it stands to reason that if 
Goldberg had won, perhaps he — 
and not Barack Obama — would 
now be the president-elect. 

Uh, no. 

“If I had actually beaten Ba- 
rack, it would have very quickly 
revealed what a lousy president of 
the United States I would be,” said 
Goldberg, who ended up serving 
as Obama’s articles editor before 
beginning a legal career that in- 
cluded clerking for Ruth Bader 


Ginsburg (before she was a Su- 
preme Court justice) and David 
Souter (when he was one), a stint 
at the White House as a special 
counsel in the personnel office, 
and a private practice specializ- 
ing in civil rights law. 

Despite Obama’s election in 
November to the highest office 
in the land, Goldberg is definitely 
not sitting around thinking about 
what might have been had he as- 
sumed the highest office in the 


land of Harvard lawyers. 

“When I ran for pres- 
ident of the Law Review, 
my dream was to sit in a 
library and read legal doc- 
uments, not manage 70 or 
80 people, deal with self- 
important law professors and 
students, or mediate debates — 
the stuff that Barack was, and is, 
great at,” Goldberg said. “Barack’s 
management style and competence 
stood out, even then.” 

Until now, Goldberg has not 
spoken to the press about the 
events of that long February day 
in 1990 when 19 ambitious young 
legal minds set out to win the job 
of Law Review president. But he 
See OBAMA on page 14 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If MTV “Real World” castmate Scott Herman's 
washboard torso is any indication, the reality show’s 
21st season is going to be abs-olutely awesome. 

The 23 -year-old body builder is one of eight room- 
mates in the Red Hook house. Actually, make that 
eight and a half roommates: 
castmate Devyn Simone, 20, 
bought a toy Yorkie, whom 
she named Brooklyn. 

The dog is the only mem- 
ber of the cast to cuddle with 
Devyn, by the way; the cast 
member and former beauty 
queen.reminds viewers, “It’s easierto get into Heaven 
than to get into Devyn.” 

These are the flashes of genius that journalists 
were able to collect last Thursday as MTV gave the 
See FABULOUS on page 14 




is Squeezing them 


Paws and Claws received ; 
stack of 116 summonses in 
one day. What's going on? 


A Clinton Hill pet store that 
got hit with 1 16 city summonses 
in one day has become the poster 
child for the excesses of an anti- 
small-business mayor. 

Entrepreneurs, residents and 
elected officials were aghast af- 
ter reading last week’s Brook- 
lyn Paper front-page story on 


Simone and Ricardo Olton, own- 
ers of Paws and Claws onFulton 
Street, who received $8,700 in 
fines on one day for fliers that 
they had illegally posted on city 
property. 

The 116 tickets came on one 
day because city Sanitation en- 
forcement officers are allowed 
to hoard illegal fliers for as long 
as they want — and then dump 
them on business owners who 


realize that they 
had been breaking the law. 

“More than $8,000 [in fines] 
will put him out of business, and 
we do not want that,’ ’ said Council- 
woman Letitia James (D-Clinton 
Hill), who wants the city to reduce 
the penalties on the Oltons. 

All week long, outragedreaders 
posted comments on Brooklyn- 
Paper.com, and interviews with 
small businesspeople around the 


borough revealed a strong over- 
tone of resentment athow the city 
enforces regulations that affect 


“The city obviously has stat- 
utes in effect that conflict with a 
friendly environment for small 
businesses,” posted “Soured in 
Red Hook.” 

Shopkeepers complain that 
the Department of Sanitation 
uses a fine-toothed comb during 


inspections. The agency raised 
$31.9 million through fines in 
2006, up from $18 .8 million in 
2003, city records show. 

“I’ve been given a $100 ticket 
for having one cigarette butt on 
my sidewalk,” said the owner 
of a picture-framing company 
who did not want to be identi- 
fied. “It’s really annoying, but it’s 
the price of living in the city.” 

In spite of the criticism, the 


Department of Sanitation says 
its employees are just upholding 
existing rules to keep the city 
clean. It is illegal to post fliers 
lampposts, “No Parking” signs, 
fire hydrants, garbage cans and 
other city property. 

‘ The Department enforces the 
law as it is written, and the law 
is clear that each illegal post- 
ing is a separate violation,” said 
department spokesman Matthew 


Indeed, some business own- 
ers said that the Oltons have no 
one to blame but themselves for 
not knowing the law. 

“This is something you don’t 
wantto mess around with,” said 
Wayne Herman, co-owner of the 
recently opened Minuteman 
Press on Atlantic Avenue. 

— with Zeke Faux and 
Evan Gardner 
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The advanced care you need. The respect you deserve. 

Compassion. Understanding. And world-class medicine through our new affiliation with 
NYU Langone Medical Center. At Woodhull, we're proud to offer better healthcare to our 
family, friends and neighbors. Here, our culturally diverse and multi-lingual medical staff 
provides the comfort and support you need to make the best decisions for you and your family. 
Putting patients first — it's the kind of treatment that makes everyone feel better. 


Woodhull North Bropklyn 


Health Network 
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Langone Medical Center 


760 Broadway (at Flushing Ave.), Brooklyn, NY 718.260.7855 
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GOOD NEWS ! 


From Your LICH Doctors: 

We’re Still Delivering Babies. 

We’re Still Caring for Children and Expectant Mothers. 

Many of you received an official letter from Long Island College Hospital’s 
management company, Continuum Health Partners, indicating that they 

planned to close the 
LICH Maternity (Obstetrics) 
and 

Pediatrics Departments. 

Fortunately that didn’t happen. 

They were refused permission to close them by the State Health Department. 
Unfortunately, Continuum never informed anyone. 

Your LICH medical staff, working with your elected officials 
and community leaders, was successful in preventing this disaster. 

Maternity (obstetrics) is OPEN. 

Pediatrics (children) is OPEN. 

Your children’s public school clinics are OPEN. 

All LICH'S Clinical Services are Open and Accepting New Patients. 

Please help us save LICH and return your hospital to the community. 

visit us at http://www.lichmedicalstaff.org 


For ISO years, Long Island College Hospital has delivered your community's 
babies, cared for your expectant mothers and treated your children. 

We plan to do so for another ISO years. 
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The City Point site is between Flatbush Avenue Exten- 
sion and the Fulton Mall in Downtown Brooklyn. 

Developer wants 
money 

By Sarah Portlock 

Thifitfcoklyn Paper 

A developer seeking to construct the borough’s tallest 
building will create more luxury housing in an over-satu- 
rated market if he is given millions in public subsidies, op- 
ponents charged this week. 

On Monday, one of the developers of the City Point tower re- 
quested the $400-million tax-free loan from the city’s affordable 
housing financing agency, the Housing Development Corpora- 
tion, which would go toward creating roughly 162 below-market- 
rate units among 810 apartments planned in the 65-story com- 
mercial and residential tower that is planned on the site of the 
former Albee Square Mall site and bordered by Flatbush Ave- 
nue Extension, Willoughby Street and DeKalb Avenue. 

The scheme was slammed at an hour-long hearing on Mon- 
day, as residents of Downtown argued that the affordable portion 
of the project would not provide enough housing for people dis- 
placed since luxury condos started rising in the neighborhood. 

“At a time of scare public resource, can we afford to put 
only 20 percent to the affordable housing?” Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) said. “The diversity in Down- 
town Brooklyn has been destroyed.” 

An economic analyst with the Pratt Center for Community 
Development, Paula Crespo, said that the city should get more 
low-cost units for its money. 

“If HDC is going to consider such a high per-unit amount, 

[it should] require that the developers include more than the 
minimum amount of affordable units,” Crespo said. 
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Empty lot, empty promises 

Clarett pulls plug on Court Street project — for now 
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The developers of a con- 
troversial residential project 
on Court Street have quietly 
halted construction for at least 
six months, raising anxiety that 
the empty lot will haunt the 
main drag of Carroll Gardens 
during this increasingly dire 
economic downturn. 

Clarett Group’s seven-story 
apartment building and town- 
house complex between Union 
and Sackett streets, on the site 
of a razed longshoremen’s med- 
ical clinic, has been temporar- 
ily shelved, the developers have 
told Councilman Bill DeBlasio 
(D-Park Slope) and Assembly- 
woman Joan Millman (D-Car- 
roll Gardens), two lawmakers 
who have been in contact with 
the Clarett Group because many 
constituents have questioned the 
size of the proposal and its sleek 
modern look. 

Now many of those critics 
worry the undeveloped site — 
possibly another victim of may- 
hem in the real estate and credit 
markets — will turn into an eye- 

“It was a monstrosity of a 
building, butlamnot crazy about 
having a hole in the ground!” 
said Carroll Gardens resident 
and blogger Katia Kelly. 

A spokeswoman for the com- 
pany, which also built the Forte 
tower in Fort Greene, would 
not discuss the new construc- 
tion schedule, which originally 
called for the project to be done 
by the end of 2009, a timeline 



Help save 
historic DUMBO 

What Kind of Neighborhood Do You Want? 

The December 1 7 Community Board hearing is all about the 
fate of the 18-story building proposed by Two Trees Develop- 
ment for the Dock Street site. This out of scale development 
will be adjacent to the Brooklyn Bridge and raises the same 
concerns as did the building that the community success- 
fully opposed in 2004. 

The Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) has started 
and the clock for the overall public review process is ticking! 
Your voice is CRITICAL! 

DECEMBER 17th, 2008 -6PM 

LIU - Health Sciences Center - Room 1 07 

1 University Plaza 

(across the street from Junior's) 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 
www.dumbo-dna.org 




The big empty: The Clarett Group has halted construction — temporarily, the company says 
— at the former Longshoreman's medical office at the corner of Court and Union streets. 


that seems unattainable. 

But the spokeswoman, Alison 
Maiore, did tell The Brooklyn 


DUMBO 


Paper that the builders would 
finish the 29-unit project sooner 
or later. 


“Work will continue on this 
site,” she said. “It’s just taking 
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Walentas ready to ‘Dock’ 

But some neighbors are still fighting project 
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Views of the beloved Brook- 
lyn Bridge would be ruined for- 
ever - or DUMBO will get a 
much-needed middle school, 
depending on which side you 
believe in the heated debate 
over an 18-story residential 
building that will have its first 
public hearing next week. 

The developers of the tower, 
DUMBO titans David and Jed 
Walentas , say their Dock Street 
proposal is far better than a bulk- 
ier building that the pair wanted 
to build on the same site in 2004 
before local objections derailed 
their efforts. 

This time, the building’s bulk 
has been shifted further from the 
iconic bridge — and the project 
now includes a nifty sweetener 
for a cash-strapped city: a new 
middle school in the midst of 
a neighborhood experiencing a 
baby boom. 

The School Construction Au- 
thority certainly likes the sound 
of that, and has already signaled 
its support for the Walentas 
project, by putting the school 
on its property list even before 
it’s officially approved by the 
city. The agency revealed that 
the 45,000-square-foot, 416- 
seat school would cost the city 
$43.83 million for interior walls 
and other construction — a sav- 
ings of about $50 million. 

But community members 
remain up in arms about the 
Walentases’ “sweetener,” say- 
ing that the developers are of- 
fering the carrot of a new mid- 
dle school to distract the public 
from the stick of a building that 
is unwanted. 

“We feel like the developers 
are exploiting the refusal of the 
Department of Education to do 
its job, which is to provide for 
the acknowledged boom of chil- 
dren in the Downtown Brook- 
lyn area,” said Jake Maguire, a 
spokesman for longtime project 
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opponent Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

“If we start allowing devel- 
opers to bend the rules in ex- 
change for things that the city 
needs and doesn’t feel like it 
can provide itself, we’re on a 
slippery slope,” he added. 

A city zoning change is still 
required before the Walentases 
can build their dream house 
— and that seven-month pub- 
lic review process begins with 
the Wednesday, Dec. 17, pub- 
lic hearing at the Long Island 
University Health Sciences Cen- 
ter in Fort Greene. 

The project is the Walentases’ 
second attempt at developing the 
space .Jed Walentas, who is tak- 
ing a lead role in this project for 
his father’s Two Trees Manage- 
ment, admitted there was too 
much “bulk near the bridge” in 
the 2004 version. 

That proposal also did not 
include the school sweetener. 

The current proposal would 
block fewer views of the fabled 
span, set aside 65 of the building’s 
325 units as below-market-rate 
rentals , and use an environmen- 
tally friendly building design. 

“We’re excited to begin the 
public review process,” Jed 
Walentas said. “We are happy 
to let the merits of the project 
speak for themselves.” 

Not everyone thinks they do. 

A group calling itself Save the 
Brooklyn Bridge says it has col- 
lected nearly 8,600 signatures 
in an online petition. The group 
claims that the building would 
still block too many views of 
the bridge. 

The building, in fact, is not 
taller than its neighbors and the 
Walentases’ architectural ren- 
derings depict a modernized 
take on the neighborhood’s 
19th-century warehouses. 

Yassky, the Brooklyn Heights 


Association and others have 
called for the city to expand PS 
8 on Henry Street into a K-8 
school instead of constructing a 
separate facility in DUMBO. 

Community Board 2 will hold 
a hearing on Dec. 17 at 6 pm at 
Long Island University[121 DeKa- 
lb Ave., near Hudson Avenue, in 
Fort Greene, (718) 596-5410], 
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GIGGLES & GREEN 

369 Court Street (at Carroll Street) 
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CARROLL GARDENS CONDO 

93 Rapelye Street 



2 BR Condo - 'King-Size' Bedrooms, loft-like kitchen, living & dining room 
opens to a park-facing, private terrace with city views. Garden courtyard for 
private parties. Private storage, closets golore, parking available. Bring your 
pet and move right in ! $635,000 Web Id #2468 
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SING ALONG WITH CAROLERS 

Refreshments in the Park House 

SPONSORED RY: 

Court Street Merchants 
Association, 

Gowanus Canal Community 
Development Corp. 

CO-SPONSORS: 

D'Amico Foods 
Mazzone True Value 
Ridgewood Bank 
Vita Realty 
Body Elite 

Scotto's Wine Cellar 
Families First Chiropractic 

WITH SPECIAL THANKS 

Committee to 
Improve Carroll Park 





A special thank you 
to these Court Street 
Merchants for making the 
holiday lights possible 


Awaye Realty • Aya 
B & D Plumbing 
Baseball Card Dugout 


Calpumia • Capital One 
Caputo's Bakery 
Caputo's Fine Foods 
Carroll Gardens Chiropractic 
Carroll Gardens Fish Market 


Lee's Apple Tree 
Leo's Comer Bar & Lounge 
Levine & Napoletano Esq. 
Lily • Lobe 

Mama Mia ReslDrante’ 
Marco Polo Restorante’ 
Margaret Palca Bakery 
Marielena Cards & Gifts 
Martinez Grocery 


NCH Studio • Ne 
Noble Dry Cleant 
NYC Marshal 


Court Chiropractic 
Court Pastry • Cozy Nail & Spa 
Creative Lighting • O'amico’s 
David's Barber Shop 
Debbie Fisiiei • Diane 
Downtown Bar & Grill 
Br. Jeffery Kramer BBS 


Br.Victor Masi 
Emilia's DowntDwn Studio 
Empire Pest Control 
Esposito’s ■ Expert Center 
Eyeco Vision 

Familes First Chiropractic 
Fat Kat Wines -Fish Tales 
Fitness Collective •Fragole’ 
FT Fitness Together 
Giggles & Green 
Gloria Flower Shop 
Good Food Supermarket 
Gourmet Fresh 
Gowanus Canal CDC 

Happy Pants Cafe 
Heights Abstract 
Home Court Furniture 


Pretty Nails 
Property Scouts 
Prudential Real Estate 

Rapisarda 
Rashid Music 
Recruiting Resources Uni. 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 


Sallustio & Sun Fuel Oil 
Sal's Pizzeria 
Santo's Grocery 


The Clean Center 
The HomeSpa 
The Tanning Annex 
The UPS Store 
Trader Joe’s 


Court Street Merchants Association, Inc 

The Voice Of Court Street 
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PARK SLOPE 


Tot Shabbat 


Singing, dancing, and 
a little Hebrew 
for toddlers, 
preschoolers, ; 
and their ] 
adult guests j 
with song leader 1 
.Debbie Brukman. 



More delays for armory 
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Graphic Artist, 
Student 
and Children 


376 
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By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The much-anticipated Park 
Slope Armory won’t open at 
least until the spring — more 
than a year after local pols 
gathered for the official rib- 
bon cutting, The Brooklyn Pa- 
per has learned. 

The news of yet another de- 
lay is no surprise to Park Slop- 
ers. In 2004, the city first an- 
nounced it would rehabilitate 
the run-down Eighth Avenue 
building, and said it would open 
by 2006 . But when construction 
was complete by January, the 
city admitted it hadn’t found 
an operator for the space and 
couldn’t open it to the public. 

The Prospect Park YMCA 
secured the deal in March, and 
has been negotiating with the 
ty ever since. 

And this time, Y officials 
saying that the opening 
spring is for real. 

“We’ve reached afull agree- 
ment on all the major points and 
the [10-year] contract is being 
drafted now,” YMCA Execu- 
tive Director Sean Andrews told 
The Brooklyn Paper this week. 
“Everything is going ahead as 
quickly as possible. 

“We understand that this 
has been a lengthy process,” he 


ribbon-ct 
ary after the Y v 
operate the Armory. 

A promise that the armory 
would openin Septemberproved 
to be too optimistic, and the date 
pushed back to January. 
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facility will primarily be used 
for public school track-and-field 
events, soccer, basketball and 
weight training. 

Andrews has said the Y will 
also host teen and after-school 
activities, a camp and public 
meetings . Area residents will be 
able to join the Armory and ac- 
cess its facilities, without join- 
ing the full YMCA. 

Membership rates are cur- 


The city will continue to op- 
erate a 70-bed women’s shelter 
there. And nearby schools will 
use the facility. 

The Y will generate revenue 
through donations, sponsorships, 
events, and membership fees. 

It’s about time, community 
leaders said. 


“I am happy to hear that the 
process is moving forward,” said 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D- 
Park Slope). 

“While it has been a long 
work in progress for visions 
for the armory to become a re- 
ality, this facility will provide 
immeasurable benefits to the 
community for years to come, 
and I look forward to its open- 
ing.” 


20 % 


All Vitamins 

New Chapter, NOW, Solgar and More 


Carrotmob is coming to Brooklyn 


253 Flatbush Ave 

at 6th Ave ■ Park Slope 

tel: 718.230.7094 


New York Naturals 

Organic Market 




Get your 
Gersh on 

Our editor, Gersh Kuntz- 
man, donned his tuxedo to 
man the moderator chair for a 
very special year-in-review edi- 
tion of Brooklyn Independent 
Television’s “Reporter Round- 
table.” Joining Gersh was for- 
mer Brooklyn Paper reporter 
Dana Rubinstein, now of the 
New York Observer, and two 
special guests! 

The show will air on Monday, 
~ 15,at9:30pmandrepeaton 
' iy,Dec. 18;Monday,Dec. 


Sunday, December 14th 
Noon - 3 pm 
Tarzian Hardware 
193 Seventh Avenue 
(between 2nd and 3rd Streets) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

Carrotmob brings shoppers 
and stores together to help 
businesses go greener using 
the carrot rather than the stick. 

Tarzian has pledged to spend 22% 
of the day’s revenues on making 
energy improvements to their store. 


The more we spend, the more energy is conserved. 

Holiday decor Greenery 

Wrapping paper CFLs and LEDs 

Housewares Weatherstripping 

Cleaning supplies And, of course, hardware! 

Come join your neighbors and be part of the solution 
while you get your shopping done! 

Bring your friends and family! 

For more info visit: 

http://www.carrotmobnyc.com 



St. Francis Xavier Parish*. 
Welcomes You Home! 

Advent & Christmas 




K 


Monday Evening - December 15th 7:30-9 

Sing-Along to Christmas Carols 
Full Choir & Pipe Organ! All are welcon 


K33 


SHJvnaH jmass 

5:00 Saturday Evening Vigil 1 1 :00 Spanish/ 
9:30 Musica Sacra Choir 12:15 Contemp 



ROLLING PRESS 

an environmentally-friendly 
boutique print house 


718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 
vww.rollingpress.co 


larbor Motor Inn 

M Safe dj- 
r Jlappy r Jloliday 

* from the staff of =$? 
Jiarbor Motor Inn 


9th Street Optical 
and Vision Center 


SPECIALISTS ON STAFF: 

Kevin S. Meyers, M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Colman, O.D., Optometry 
Tatyana Galinsky, O.D. 

•Comprehensive Eye Exams 
• Prescriptions Filled 
•Contact Lenses 

•Glaucoma and Cataract Testing and Treatment 
• Laser Vision Consultation 
• Newest Diagnostic Equipment 
• Full Diabetic Eyecare 


^MediSYd a^'Medicarc 1 '^ 



Contact Lens 
Package: $75 


(718) 965-2545 

332 9th St. (Between 5th & 6th Ave 
Park Slope 


VEGAS AUTO SPA 

(718) 768-9274 (WASH) • Open 7 Days 7am-10pm 





555 7TH AVE 


ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE. 
“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH, AT THE BEST PRICES !” 


LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 

Lutheran HealthCare, 150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
will make available from January 1 , 2009 to December 
31, 2009, uncompensated services to all eligible 
persons unable to pay who request those services. 
Eligibility for free care will be limited to persons whose 
family income is not more than double the current 
poverty income guidelines established by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. We invite 
interested parties to comment on this allocation plan. 
This Notice is published in accordance with 42 CFR 
124.504, Notice of Availability and Uncompensated 
Services and will be effective January 1, 2009. 
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Pols back bike fight Jews 


Yassky, Marty now call on city to remove Kent Avenue lanes 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Several Williamsburg 
elected officials — some of 
whom fancy themselves as bi- 
cycle advocates — have joined 
a coalition of Hasidic residents 
and local businessowners in 
now demanding that one of 
the lanes be removed to re- 
store parking on the east side 
of the busy avenue. 

A who’s who of electeds and 
neighborhood leaders — includ- 
ing Borough President Markow- 
itz and Councilmembers David 
Yassky (D-Williamsburg) and 
Diana Reyna (D-Bushwick) — 
made their demand known in 
a letter to the Department of 
Transportation on Dec. 5. 

Yassky — a backer of bike- 
friendly initiatives, including 
a long-planned Greenway that 
will eventually create two bike 
lanes on Kent Avenue that are 
buffered from car traffic by a 
line of trees — signed on af- 
ter taking heat from the Wil- 
liamsburg’s Satmar community 
at a neighborhood forum last 
month. At that meeting, one of 
the community’s spokesmen, the 
City Council candidate Isaac 
Abraham, threatened that Ha- 
sidic Jews would block traffic 
to protest the bike lane. 

But Yassky’s spokesman said 
his boss hasn’t changed gears 
when it comes to cycling. 

“[Sending such aletter] seems 
like an anti-bike thing, but that’s 
not where we’re coming from 
at all,” said Yassky’s spokes- 
man Jake Maguire. 

“We want to see a bike lane 
there and we expect to see a 
bike lane there, but we want a 
bike lane that the community 
supports and one that is imple- 
mented in a way that is collab- 
orative,” he added. 

Community Board 1 mem- 
berEvanThies,also aCouncil 
hopeful, said he signed the let- 
ter to encourage the city to get 
started on the long-promised 
Greenway — a pair of walk- 
ing and biking paths stretch- 
ing from Greenpoint to Sun- 
set Park. 

Thies told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per that the best way to jump- 
start the Greenway — which 
was backed by CB 1 by an over- 
whelming vote of 39-2 in April 
— is to put “both [existing] bike 
lanes on the west side of the 

“That way we can plant our 
flag there and build out [the 
Greenway] accordingly in the 
next few years,” said Thies. 





MEAN 

Streets 


But cycling advocates fear 
that removing even a single lane 
could put bicyclists in grave dan- 
ger. 

“If you take away bike lanes, 
you are feeding into that driv- 
er’s sense of entitlement to the 
entire street,” said Teresa Toro, 
chair of Community Board l’s 
Transportation Committee. “If 
drivers feel more entitled to the 
road, it could be open season 
for bicyclists.” 

That opinion has some sup- 
port at the Department of Trans- 
portation, whose bike program 
coordinator Josh Benson told 
The Brooklyn Paper three weeks 
ago that the agency had no plan 
to remove the bike lane on the 
west side of the street. 

But the pols’ letter may be 
changing things . This week, the 
agency’s spokesman Seth Sol- 
omonow said DOT was now 
looking into the matter. 



This was Kent Avenue before a northbound bike lane ’ 
painted. It may look like this again soon. 



New 'ghost’ of the Slope 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Cycling activists locked a white- 
painted bicycle to a street sign at the 
corner of Eighth Avenue and Presi- 
dent Street in Park Slope on Dec. 2, 
turning the site of a fatal crash into 
a makeshift memorial. 

Biking advocates from the New 
York City Street Memorial Project 
installed a plaque and a “ghost bike” 
— adorned with plastic flowers — on 
the corner where 50-year-old cyclist 
Jonathan Millstein lost his life after 
colliding with an empty school bus 
on Sept. 10. 

The haunting monument is part of 
the group’s planned Jan. 4 Memorial 
Ride and Walk, which will visit the 
sites of pedestrian and bicyclist fa- 
talities around the city, including the 
corner of Boerum Place and Livings- 
ton Street, where 8-year-old Alexan- 
der Toulouse was run down in Sep- 
tember. 

The “ghost bike” isn’t the first im- 
provised memorial for Millstein. In 
October, an artist stenciled an outline 
of a splayed body on the asphalt at the 
corner where Millstein died, listing 
This "ghost bike" is at Eighth Avenue and President his name, the date of his death, and 
Street, where biker Jonathan Millstein died. the declaration: “Killed by bus.” 


36 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

SALE 

EXTENDED TO THURSDAY, 12/18 




$0 INITIATION 
ONLY $89 PER MONTH 


FOR A 10V2 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 


|j|j|jj| eastern athletic 

PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789-4600 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625-0500 
METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718330-0007 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B'WAY & CHURCH 212 966-5432 


*MEMBERSHIP FEE IS 


IN FULL IN ADVANCE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP TERM (FROM THE DATE OF JOINING THROUGH 11/1/09). 


IIS INTRODUCTORY OFFER IS 


W MEMBERS ONLY. PHOTO ID REQUIRED. 


Local parents and neighborhood leaders are calling 
Dock Street DUMBO “the right project at the right time” 
that “fits extremely well in the neighborhood” and is 
“respectful of the Brooklyn Bridge.” 



Dock Street DUMBO is a proposed mixed-use development that will bring 
a desperately needed new middle school, affordable housing and an 
environmentally-friendly green building to DUMBO. 

Dock Street DUMBO will feature: 

• A state-of-the-art, 300 seat middle school for neighborhood children, 

donated to New York City by the developer. PS 8 parent Carlo Trigiani 
calls it “the right project at the right time” and “an opportunity too good to 
pass up.” 


• The first-ever affordable housing units in DUMBO. Council Member 
Letitia James has praised the project for helping to “ease the housing crunch.” 

• The first LEED-certified, environmentally friendly, “green” building in DUMBO. 
Dock Street DUMBO earned the support of the New York League of 
Conservation Voters. 

• Contextual architecture that the Dean of the Pratt School of Architecture says 
“...fits extremely well into the DUMBO neighborhood... and is also very 
respectful of the Brooklyn Bridge.” 


To learn more, visit 

www.dockstreetdumbo.com 

Dock Street DUMBO is a project of Two Trees Management, 45 Main Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 • Tel: 718-222-2500 
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Slope burglar gets a shower break 


POLICE BLOTTER 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

A man broke into a Park Place 
apartment on Dec. 2 and stole two 
bicycles while the owner was in 
the shower. 

The owner told cops that he 
heard a loud crash at 8:20 am, and 
ran out of the bathroom to find the 
broken window on his front door. 
When he ran out in front of his 
building, which is between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues, he saw aman 
walking away with his bikes. 

Wearing nothing but a towel, 
the victim was unable to chase 
the burglar. 

Armed robbers 

Two men knew exactly what 
type of crime they were commit- 
ting on Dec. 5 when they entered 


a Fifth Avenue store, drew a pis- 
tol, and told the clerk, “This is 
an armed robbery!” 

A surveillance camera showed 
the perps entering the shoe store, 
which is between 13th and 14th 
streets, at 2 pm, threatening the 
clerk, and drawing $300 from 
the register. 

3 x coat = arrest 

A thug with a knife vainly tried 
three times to steal a man’s coat 
on Nov. 30. 

The near-victim told cops that 
a man with a ponytail approached 
him in the Ninth Street R-train 
station at 11 pm and demanded 
his jacket. The man refused and 
tried to get away by boarding the 
train, but the perp followed, again 
demanding the jacket. 

When the man got off at 45th 


Street, the thug followed him into 
the street, drew a knife, and once 
more demanded the coat. The vic- 
tim once again refused and ran 
away, leaving the crook empty- 
handed. — Evan Gardner 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 

Boerum Hill-Downtown 

Semitic silliness 

Cops are looking at a second 
possible bias incident in Brook- 
lyn Heights this week, after a res- 
ident on Hicks Street found an 
anti-Semitic note posted to his 
front door on Dec. 8. 

“The situation is being inves- 
tigated,” said a cop source, not- 
ing that in both circumstances 
the victims are Jewish. 

Last week, a homeowner one 
block away on Pineapple Street 
found a note in thick black marker 
that said, “Kill Jews.” 

Stickup 

Two perps held up a fast food 
joint on Remsen Street at 6:40 
pm on Dec. 1. 

The pair entered the soup- 
serving mainstay, which is near 
Court Street, ordered food and 

But moments later, they 
stopped the manager as he took 
the register drawer to the office 


upstairs in preparation for clos- 
ing up for the night. That’s when 
one perp pulled a gun and ordered 
three employees to hand over their 
wallets and cellphones and wait 
in the freezer for 10 minutes or he 
would shoot them, cops said. 

The second perp pulled out his 
own gun and went upstairs to the 
office and ordered the manager 
to get money out of the safe. The 
manager complied, and handed 
him more than $7,000. 

Scrooged 

A perp broke into a Smith Street 
apartment on Dec. 2, picking the 
lock with a screwdriver and steal- 
ing a laptop, iPod, and $150. 

The victim, who lives near Ber- 
gen Street, left for work at 8:40 am, 
but whenhecamehome just before 
6pm, his front door was busted open 
and his things were missing. 

Thai’d up 

A perp broke into a Mon- 
tague Street restaurant in the 
early morning on Dec. 7, steal- 
ing $450 and two iPods. 

Employees left the eatery, 
which is between Hicks and 
Henry streets, just after mid- 
night, but when they returned 
nine hours later, the front door 
was broken. 

Plumb gone! 

A burglar masquerading as a 


plumber stole two laptops from 
a woman’s apartment as she sat 
in the next room on Dec. 6. 

The incident happened just af- 
ter noon, when the perp knocked 
on the woman’s apartment, which 
is on Court Street between Liv- 
ingston and Schermerhom streets, 
and said he needed to check her 
bathroom because there was a 
leak downstairs. 

The unsuspecting victim let him 
i n and went into her bedroom, but 
when she came out moments later 
to check on him, the man — and 
the laptops — were gone. 

Steak and mugs 

A man mugged a woman with 
a steak knife on Dec. 6, making 
off with her wallet and cellphone 
near the F-train stop at York and 
Jay streets in DUMBO. 

The woman was walking on 
Jay Street at just after 7 am when 
the perp approached and said, 
“Give me your money and don’t 
scream, or I will stab you.” He 
then pulled out a steak knife, and 
aimed it at her. 

The woman, who lives in 
Brooklyn Heights, complied and 
watched as the perp fled on York 
Street. — Sarah Portlock 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Third’s a charm 

An insistent and insatiable rob- 
ber stole $11,100 from a Smith 
Street bank on Dec. 6. 

The bandit, wearing a white 
mask, handed his red backpack to a 
teller at 10:35 am and said, “Don’t 
play with me — fill it up!” 


The employee of the bank, 
which is bet ween Warren and Bal- 
tic streets , plopped $ 1 ,000 into the 
villain’s satchel, but that wasn’t 
enough to satisfy the thief, who 
carried an unidentified object be- 
lieved to be a weapon that was 
covered with a white cloth. 

She gave him another $5 ,000, 
but again, the vandal enjoined her 
to provide him with more money. 
Again, she surrendered $5,000. 
This time, he fled into an SUV 
outside the bank. 

Kane and able 

A quick-working thief stole a 
wallet from a Kane Street apart- 
ment on Dec. 4 while the resi- 
dent was home. 

The victim, 31 , told police that 
sometime between 4 pm and 4:30 
pm while she was in her living 
room, she heard her front door 
open. When she investigated, she 
saw that her wallet was gone from 
its resting place on a table near 
the entrance and the door to her 
flat, between Clinton Street and 
Tompkins Place, was left open. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

Tale of 2 burgs 

• On Dec. 1, someone burgled 
a home on 82nd Street, between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues. The owner 
told cops that he left for work at 
around 9 am, but a doorknob was 
broken off the front door and a 
$1,500 laptop was gone when he 
returned eight hours later. 

• Two days later, someone broke 
into a 74th Street home while its 
owner was at work. The 43-year- 



BEER DISTRIBUTORS 


Safety the 
Sua&et 

Kegs • Ice 
Soda • Water 
Premium Domestic 
& Imported Beers 

969 3rd Avenue 

(at 37 St., across from Costco) 

Sunset Park 


(71 8 ) 788-8000 

www.sunsetbeer.com 



DASH THROUGH 
THE SNOW. 

The front-wheel drive MINI Cooper S with Dynamic Stability Control (DSC) standard 
for added traction, four-channel antilock brakes and optional heated seats is the 
perfect companion for playing in the snow all wihter long. 



MINKDOPEHS 


MINI OF MANHATTAN 

555 W 57th St 

New York NY 10019-2925 

(212) 585-6464 

MININYC.COM 

© 2008 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. The MINI name, model names and logo are registered trademarks. 


old owner of the home, between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, told cops 
she was away between 8 am and 5 
pm, but came home to find nearly 
$5,000 worth of electronics and 
shoes missing from inside. 

Lots of green 

Two men broke into a Fifth 
Avenue bodega on Dec. 3 and 
got away with lots of cabbage. 

The 49-year-old owner of the 
grocery store, which is between 
72nd and 73rd streets, told cops 
that she closed up the building just 
before 1 1 pm. When she returned 
the next morning at around 6:15, 
she noticed that the cellar gate pad- 
lock was broken and more than 
$3,500 was missing from a safe. 

Car break 

Someone broke into a car 
parked on 80th Street overnight 
on Dec. 4. 

The 58-year-old owner told 
cops that he parked his car be- 
tween Narrows Avenue and Co- 
lonial Road around 8 pm. When 
he returned to his vehicle the next 
day at around noon, he found the 
driver’s-side door lock broken and 
a $2 ,000 navigation system miss- 
ing. — Emily Lavin 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Run for her life 

A teenage girl collapsed at a 
junior high school after fleeing 
from a pack of four other teens 
who had just robbed her on Park 
Avenue on Dec. 3. 

The victim, 15, said a quartet 
of young ladies stole her cellphone 
and earrings at 1 1 :05 am between 
Cumberland and Carlton avenues. 
The teen then bolted to a nearby 
middle school where she crum- 
pled from the ordeal. Emergency 
responders treated her there. 

‘Alley’ cat 

A bowling aficionado’s parked 
Chevy on Clermont Avenue was 
right up the alley of a burglar 
who looted sporting equipment 
out of the car on Dec. 6. 

The thief smashed thepassenger- 
side rear window while the car was 
parked between 11 :30 am and 5:30 
pm on the lane between Lafayette 
and DeKalb avenues. He stole four 
bowling balls, two pairs of bowl- 
ing shoes and a jersey, as well as 
the 48-year-old victim’s checkbook 
and calculator. 

Burg foil 

Police cuffed a man who had 
broken into a Myrtle Avenue c afe 
on Dec. 7. 

A witness called police after 
he saw a man inside the closed 
coffee shop at 1:20 am. Police 
arrived to find the 38-year-old 
intruder hiding inside the shop 
between Clinton and Waverly av- 
enues. He entered by smashing 
a rear window with a rock. 

Ground down 

Hooligans robbed a woman at 
gunpoint on South Elliott Place 
on Dec. 5. 

They approached the 25-year- 
old woman frombehind at 1:05 am, 
and one of the miscreants pointed a 
gun at her head and ordered her to 
get on the ground between Lafay- 
ette and DeKalb avenues. 

They nicked her purse, which 
contained $60. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


62ND PRECINCT 


Bensonhurst 

Gold scare 

A man beat and robbed a 
26-year-old woman on Bay 35th 
Street on Dec. 7. 

The victim told cops she was 
between Bath and Benson avenues 
at around 7:30 pm when the sus- 
pect walkedup.punched her in the 
face andbegan pulling her hair. He 
then grabbed the gold chain from 
around her neck and ran away. 

Gang banged 

Police arrested three teenag- 
ers accused of robbing a teenage 
boy on 26th Avenue on Dec. 4. 

The victim, 14, was walking 
between Benson and Bath ave- 
nues at around 3:30 pm when the 
three thugs grabbed himfrom be- 


hind and one threatened, “Give 
me your stuff or we’re going to 
knock your teeth out!” 

The boy handed over his phone 
and a gold chain to the suspects, 
who fled down 26th Avenue, but 
were later apprehended by police 
a few blocks away. 

Breakdown 

Someone attacked and robbed 
a man as he walked on 16th Av- 
enue on Dec. 3. 

The 18-year-old victimtoldcops 
he was at the corner of 80th Street 
at around 4:15 pm when a man 
jumped him from behind and be- 
gan kicking and punching him. 

When the victim fell to the 
ground, the suspect grabbed his 
phone and wallet and took off. 

Gas pains 

TwomenrobbedaNewUtreteh 
Avenue gas station at gunpoint 
on Dec. 2. 

The thugs entered the gas sta- 
tion, which is between 72nd and 
73rd Streets, at around 2 am. One 
of the suspects pulled out a gun and 
ordered the clerk to get on the floor 
while the other suspect walked be- 
hind the counter and grabbed more 
than $1,800 from the register. 

Ban Quentin 

Someone broke into a Quen- 
tin Road home on Dec. 5. 

The 58-year-old owner of the 
home, which is between West Fifth 
and West Sixth streets, told cops 
that she the house at around 8 am. 
When she returned just after 2 pm, 
the lock was broken off of the front 
door and a computer and cellphone 
were missing from inside. 

— Emily Lavin 

See BLOTTER on page 15 


Religious 

Services 


PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Sat^momOigs aM^Oo'am 


768-1453 , 


Zion Lutheran Church 

125 Hemry St./Clark; Bklyn. Hts. 

Rev. Dr. George Muenich 
718-625-2276 ■ www.ziongelc.or8 
“Preaching Christ Crucified" 

Sun. 11:00 Holy Communion 
(9:30 German [HI. Abendmahl)] 

Wed. 7:30 pm Evening Prayer 



ALL ARE WELCOME. 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 



Candle 

Lighting 

Shabbat Vayishlach 

Fri., Dec 12, before 4:1 1 pm 

Shabbat Vayeishev 

Fri., Dec 19, before 4:13 pm 


A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

Please join us! 

Shabbat evening service 
every Friday at 6:30 pm 


Torah study 

every Saturday at 9:30 am 


Christmas at Plymouth 


Congregational 

Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

Sun., Dec. 14, I 1 :00 a.m. 

Third Sunday of Advent Worship Service 

Sun., Dec. 21, I 1:00 a.m. 

Worship Service and Christmas Pageant 

featuring the children and youth of Plymouth 
retelling the story of the Nativity. 

Sun., Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Carol Service 

with traditional carols and congregational singing. 

Wed., Dec. 24, 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-624-4743 


Plymouth 

ghurch ”4* 

Pilgrims 



www.plymouthchurch.org 
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492 Atlantic Avenue 

Poerum Hill (between. Nevins & Prd) 

(718) 596-6849 

Open Tue thru Sun HudHP") 

www.nancybatik.com 


EXCLUSIVE RETAILER 


OF THE BEST-SELLING 


BROOKLYN WINE CO. 

COLLECTION 


21 1 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9493 • www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-IOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm — il«j 


Brooklyn Bridge Bags! 


• Heavy-duty denim 

• Picture of the Brooklyn Bridge and "Brooklyn N.Y." 

• Picture permanently embossed-won't fade or rub off 

• Made in the USA 


Tote Bag: 

• Measures 15" x 18" 

• Useit as a travel 
bag for the beach, 

- work or shopping 

• Great gift for ■ 
any occasion! 


$24 


,.99 


Messenger/ 
computer bag: 

• Measures 16" x 14" 

• Transport your 

t laptop and _ 
|)| accessories, 


or all-around 
carrying case 

$49*99 


u 


A COURT 44 Court Street • Downtown Brooklyn 

B STREET 718-625-5771 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 


OFFICE SUPPLIES IJItadHFI 
Mon - Thurs 8:30 am-6:30 pm / Fri 8:30 am-2:00 pm / Sun 11:00 am-4:30 pm 


unique, whimsical clothing 
for the whole family 

designed In the traditional batik wax £ dye method 


Shop Near 
Home for 
Great Gifts 
for Everyone 


In the buff 

Got a fitness buff on your list? Give him or her a gift cer- 
tificate to the Fifth Avenue Gym. The gym is offering holi- 
day specials to help lighten the load on your budget. During 
December, you can get a three-month membership for $99, or 
a one-year membership for $299. 

The gym also features “good, quality trainers for much 
lower than the standard price of $70 or $80 a session” said 
owner Matt Dwyer. The average cost of a session with one of 
the gym’s trainers is $50. With deals like this, you can buy 
memberships for everyone on your list. 

Fifth Avenue Gym [555 Fifth Ave. at 15th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-5590]. Hours: Monday-Thursday, 5 am-midnight; Sat- 
urday, 5 am-11 pm; Sunday, 7 am-6 pm. 


Stop whining 
and start 
wining 

Need to grab something to impress 
the in-laws at the last minute? Head 
to Picada y Vino, where the friendly 
staff will help you pick out a vin- 
tage to go with your holiday meal. Or 
for a vino-venturous friend, customize 
a gift bucket of exotic wines, like the 
$40 “Islands of Italy” collection from 
Sardinia and Sicily. 

Picada yVino [327 Fifth Ave., between 
Third and Fourth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2392] Hours: Tuesday-Satur- 
day, noon-9 pm; Sunday, noon-6 pm. 
Web: www.picadayvino.com. 



Its an Obama-rama 

The Pratt Store is the perfect place to find quirky, creative 
gifts for the lovable oddball in your life. For Obama fans, 
Pratt offers the Obamarama magnet set, which allows you to 
dress the future president ($12.95). For the art history buff, 
check out the Great Artists finger puppet set, a collection of 
magnetic finger puppets of Monet, Dali, Van Gogh and Kahlo 
($19.95). Or, if your quirky friend is a budding psychologist, 
get him the Freud Watch ($34.95). Whatever your friends are 
into, they are bound to get a laugh out of these gifts. 

Pratt Store [550 Myrtle Ave., between Steuben Street and 
Emerson Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 789-1105] Hours: Mon- 
day-Friday, 8:30 am-7 pm; Saturday, 10 am-6 pm; Sunday, 


The George Hamilton 
Treatment 

Know someone who likes to have that just-came-from-the- 
beach look all year round? Give him or her a gift certificate 
to the Tanning Annex. With three levels of machines (the 
Hex II, the Sun Dash, and the Ergoline 450 bed) your wan- 
nabe beach bunnies can look like they live in a tropical para- 
dise even when its 20 degrees outside. The Annex offers 30- 
day unlimited packages for all three machines, ranging from 
$49 to $99. 

Tanning Annex at Body Elite [348 Court St. at Union Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 935-0088] Hours: Monday-Friday, 10 
am-9 pm; Saturday, 10 am-8 pm; Sunday, 11 am-5 pm. 



Portable/Home Record Player 



Built in speaker 
or plug in 
your own. 

$99.99 


APPLE 
SPECIALIST 




DON'T FORGET FLUFFY 
& SPOT THIS YEAR! 



Pet Beds! Scratching Posts! Toys! Clothing! 


NYC PetS 

A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES 


57 CLARK STREET in Brooklyn Heights 

( 718 ) 852-7208 

1^1 ' ttfti ijriHI . www.NYCPet.com 
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Bring this ad and save 10% on any item throughout the store 


You already know what matters most, 
we just help you celebrate it. 



This season, Haystack will be rocking the holidays with a great selection of 
gifts for guys, gals, in-laws, outlaws, teachers, tomboys, best friends, boyfriends, 
everyone on your list. With free gift wrapping, great prices, and super friendly 
service, we make holiday shopping easy, so you can focus on what matters most. 


HAYSTACK 


HOLIDAY HOURS 


130 Clinton Street 

(betw. Joralemon & Livingston Streets) 

718 246 2510 


(beginning 11/21) 
Monday- Saturday 11-8 
Sunday 11-6 
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HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS 


Electric Menorahs 



Honeywell 
360° Surround 

Room Heater Mag-Lite Flashlights 






l Me Appreciate Your Business! Featuring Home Deliver, within Brooklyn 

AMERICAN 85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn ^ 

HOUSEWARES 


Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 I 



RVENUE EYM 


555 5th Ave ♦ 1 5th Street 

718.768.5590 

www.5thAveGym.com 

Certified Professional 
Personal Training Services 
Available 

Gym Hours: 
Mon-Thurs: 5am-12am 
Friday: 6am-11pm 
Saturday: 7am-6pm 
Sunday: 7am-6pm 


Yearly 

Special 

$299.00 

$39.00 enrollment fee 

555 5th Ave • Downstairs 

718.768.5590 

with coupon only • offer expires 02/01/09 


, 3 IVIontli 
1 Special 
! $99.00 

■ $39.00 enrollment fee 

555 5th Ave ■ Downstairs 

1 718.768.5590 


ENROLLMENT FEE WAIVED FOR FIRST 25 PEOPLE 



BROOKLYN YOUTH CHORUS's 

MNUAL Holiday Harmonies CONCEF 

JOIN US: 

Friday, December 1 2th at 7:30 pm Concert Chorus, Young Men's Ensemble and Junior Chorus 
Saturday, December 1 3th at 7:30 pm Concert Chorus, Young Men's Ensemble and Intermediate Division 

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, 1 1 3 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights Entrance on Henry Street. 


The Brooklyn Youth Chorus joyously welcomes the holidays with songs of the season and choral masterpieces old and new. 
Our holiday concerts feature Daniel Pinkham's Christmas Cantata and works by 
Vittoria, Gibbons, Handel, Mozart, Barber, Orban, and more. 

TICKETS: 

$35 Preferred Seating $15 Adult General Admission $10 Children under 12 & Seniors 
Seating is limited. Please order your tickets early 


TO ORDER: 

Call 1 -800-595-4TIX (4849) or visit http://brooklynyouthchorus.tix.com 
For information call 71 8-243-9447 X238 www.brooklynyouthchorus.org 
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Merry Fitness 
Happy New You! 



pfle>c7PY ELUTE. 

Health § Fitness center. 

348 Court St. Brooklyn (at Union St.) 

(718) 935-0088 

www.bodyelitegym.com 


Fu.ll service 
Health clu.b 

State-of-the-art strength 
and cardio equipment 
Cardio Theater 
Aerobic & specialty 
classes featuring 

• Precision Cycling 
•Yoga/Pilates 

• Trekking 

• Cardio box circuit 

Personal Training 
Childcare 

f/(o(icfay<s 


Jewel of a gift 


Roger Satnick of Jewels by Satnick 
offers so many items that it’s impos- 
sible to recommend just one. He’s 
been in business for 48 years, of- 
fering hundreds of unique gifts 
in his Downtown Brooklyn store . 

Got a difficult person on your 
holiday list? Just ask for Roger; 
he’ll help you find just what you 
need. 

Jewels by Satnick [187 State 
St. between Court Street and 
Boerum Place in Downtown, 

(718) 852-1421] Hours: Monday-Friday, 
10 am-6:30 pm; Saturday-Sunday, 11 ar 



1 


Big kids love toys, too 

Mikey ’s Hook Up is an authorized Apple repair shop that can 
fix your Mac problems as effectively and more conveniently 
than sending it to the manufacturer. The store’s geniuses han- 
dle more than just repairs, however. As a self-described “Mac- 
based creativity store,” Mikey ’s sells home theater equipment, 
turntables, guitar cables and graphic design necessities like 
drawing tablets. 

Mikey' s Hook Up [70 Front St. between Main and Washing- 
ton streets in DUMBO (718) 596-1312] Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 
am-7 pm; Saturday-Sunday, 10 am-6 pm. Other location is at 88 
N. Sixth St. in Williamsburg, (718) 599-8906] Hours: Every day, 10 
am-8 pm. Web: www.mikeyshookup.com. 


Holiday beauty 

Make someone feel gorgeous this year with a gift certif- 
icate to The Sanctuary Aveda Salon (they can be purchased 
online or in person). Women’s haircuts start at $55 and mani- 
cures at $15, so you can give the gift of beauty 
without breaking the bank. 

Sanctuary Aveda Salon [527 Atlantic Ave. 

. between Third and Fourth avenues in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 243-9300] Hours: 
Q Tuesday-Friday, 11 am-7 pm; Sat- 
■wQ urday, 10:30 am-6 pm; Sunday 
n noon-5 pm; closed Monday. Web: 
www.sanctuarysalonbrooklyn.com 



Handmade clothing 
for the holidays 

If you’re looking for a whimsical, handmade gift. Melting 
Pot has exactly what you need. Their hand-dyed batik shirts 
now come in holiday designs. Choose from a reindeer, snow- 
flake, snowman or Christmas tree, available in sizes rang- 
ing from infant through adult ($16-$32). In addition to holi- 
day items. Melting Pot offers an array of batik fashions in all 

Melting Pot [492 Atlantic Ave. between Nevins Street and 
ThirdAvenue, (718)596-6849]Hours:Tuesday-Sunday, 11 am-6 
pm; Sunday, noon-6 pm; Monday (Thanks-giving-Christmas 
only), noon-6 pm. Web: www.nancybatik.com. 


Priceless custom cards 

Can’t pick out the best holiday card 
for your loved one? Then don’t! 

Create your own holiday card. 

Get great options for different 
styles with high-end fashion 
and high-quality mate- 
rial that you wouldn’t 
find elsewhere . You can 
also retouch your favor- 
ite photos to turn those old- 
ies into goodies. 

Minuteman Press [305 At- 
lantic Ave., between Hoyt and 
Smith streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 858- 
0313], Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-5 
pm; Saturdays, 10 am-3 pm. Closed on 

minutemanpress. 



For the love of steak 

Know a steak lover? Then the perfect gift is Belmont Steaks. 
Purchase a gift certificate in any amount and fill their stom- 
achs with their favorite meal. 

Belmont Steaks [139 Flatbush Ave., in the Atlantic Terminal 
Mall, (718) 230-0244], Hours: Monday-Sunday, 11:30 am-10:30 
pm. Closed on holidays. 


Holiday house party 



Don’t forget to include your house in the 
holiday spirit! Decorate with lights, 
wreaths, and Santas to make your 
home part of this merry time. 
American Housewares is offer- 
ing a 10-percent discount on all 
holiday decorations during the 
i month of December. 

American Housewares [85 
Court St., between Livings- 
ton and Schermerhorn streets in 
Downtown, (718) 243-0844], Hours: 
Monday-Saturday, 8 am-7:45 pm; Sun- 
day, 10 am-5:45 pm. 


For the office 

Got a long “Nice” list this holiday sea- 
son? Head straight for Court Street Of- 
fice Supplies, where you can get everything 
from walkie-talkies (believe it or not, but 
they make a high-tech stocking staffer, $34) 
to the perfect briefcase (check out the Royce 
636-5, a slim, functional, deluxe leather affair 
with lots of space, a magnetic clip, and even 
a BlackBerry holder, $200); to thousands of 
other items. 

Court Street Office Supplies [44 Court St. 
at Joralemon Street in Downtown, (718) 
625-5771], Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30 
am-6:30 pm; Friday, 8:30 am-1:45 pm; i 
Sunday 11 am-4:30 pm. Web: www.court 
street.logomall.com. 



Spicy Pickle catering 

Have a group to feed this holiday season? Spice up your 
gatherings with fresh paninis, signature subs and and salads, 
all made from scratch. Spicy Pickle uses freshly baked artisa- 
nal breads, and they pile on the very best meats, cheeses and 
veggies, then top it off with amazing homemade spreads. Call 
this month and save $25 on any order over $100. 

Spicy Pickle [143 Montague St. between Clinton and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (347) 463-9403]. Hours: Monday- 
Sunday, 11 am-IOpm. 



New York Natals GIFT IDEAS! 



New York Naturals Orgonic Market 

253 Flatbush Ave 

(at 6th Ave) 

open 7 days til 9pm ♦ 718.230.7094 ♦ wv 

vw.nynaturals.com 



CELEBRATE NEW YEAR’S EVE 
IN BUMBO BROOKLYN 


WATER STREET RESTAURANT & THE UNDERWATER LOUNGE 

No cover! No minimum! 

Watch LIVE from Times Square on our 8 foot Jumbo-Tron Screens 
FEATURING: 

DJ • Free champagne at midnight • Hats • Noisemakers * Full menu until 2am 
Special late-night menu from 2am until 4am including omelettes! 
m Call for reservations! • • 

Water Street Restaurant & Underwater Lounge 

66 Water Street in Dumbo Brooklyn 
718-625-9352 www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 



It s Cold in Brooklyn 
so warm up at Minuteman Press 



305 Atlantic Ave (Smith St.) Open Monday-Saturday 
71 8.858.031 3 brooklyn.minutemanpress.com 
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DISCOVER THE ART OF PAIRING 



Picaday Vino Wine Shop 

327 Fifth Avenue . Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718-499-2392 . picadayvino.com 



PrattSTORE 718.789.1105 

550 Myrtle Ave. at Emerson Pi. in Clinton Hill www.prattstore.net 


r 




A vaiCafife 


Q-foCiday (Parties! 

Up to 150 guests 

Call Craig or John for Reservations • 718-230-0244 



"Good food and good-time atmosphere" - Queens Tribune 
Happy Hour: Mon-Fri 4-7pm • Half Price Apps and Drinks 


BELMONT STEAKS 

1 39 Flatbush Ave • Atlantic Terminal Mall 

( 718 ) 230-0244 

Open til 10pm 7 days a week 






Holiday Special: 

5% off all Vespa Models! 

Valid Only at Vespa Brooklyn from 1 1/28/08 - 12/23/08 

215 Park Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11205 

718.254.0808 

www.vespabk.com 

Authorized Dealer: Sales • Service • Accessories 


For the four-legged 

Finding gifts for the furrier members of the family can of- 
ten be difficult (though, frankly, how picky is a pet?). 
Fortunately, NYCpet has doggy coats, scratching 
posts and a range of squeaky toys for every bud- 
get. Your best friend or cat will also really ap- 
preciate a warm bed made from fleece ($29.99) 
or rabbit fur ($89.99). For the human half of the 
couple, key chains, stickers and tote bags make 
great accessories. 

NYCpet.com [57 Clark St, between 
Henry and Hicks streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 852-7208], Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-8 
pm: Saturday, 9 am-7 pm: Sunday, 11 am-5 
pm. Web: www.nycpet.com. 



A bit of the bubbly 

Got a wine connoisseur on the gift list? Don’t turn him 
or her into a whine connoisseur by choosing the wrong vin- 
tage. Instead, grab one of Red, White and Bubbly’s “Dis- 
covery” packs, a two-wine gift box featuring owner Darrin 
Siegfried’s selection (buying bottles this way also saves 10 
percent, but no one has to know). Seigfried also 
offers a “Best Buy” four pack whose se 
lections also change each month. 

How good a buy? It’s four bot- 
tles for under $40 (again, it’s 
our little secret). 

Red White and Bub- 
bly [211 Fifth Ave. at Union 
Street in Park Slope (718) 

636-9463] Hours: Mon- 
day-Saturday, 10 am- 6 
pm; Sunday, noon-8 pm. 



Santa's scooter 

Gas prices are all over the place these days, and, let’s face 
it. Hummers aren’t really the best way to get around town. So 
how about buying that very special someone a stylish, Italian- 
made conveyance that’s easy on the eyes and on the wallet? 

The Vespa S50, a modern version of the classic Floren- 
tine scooter that shuttled the likes of Gregory Peck and Au- 
drey Hepburn around the Roman coliseum, can be yours for 
$3,199. 

Vespa Brooklyn [215 Park Ave., at Vanderbilt Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 254-0808] Hours: Monday-Friday 10 
am-6 pm; Saturday, 11 am-6 pm; Sunday, noon-5 pm. Web: 
www.vespabk.com. 



Holidays for 
the home 


Your friend’s house needs a lit- 
tle sprucing up, but you just don’t 
know how to tell her. How about 
some fancy silverware or scented 
candles ($25 each, or $5.55 for 
mini candles) from Haystack 
Home and Body? Or perhaps 
i it’s time to replace that old sofa 
or get a new end table for the 
hallway. Again, Haystack has a 
great selection in many styles. 
The store even offers free in-home 
design consultation. 

Haystack Home & Body [130 Clinton St. 
between Joralemon and Livingston streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 246-2510. Hours: Monday-Saturday, 11 am-7 
pm; Sunday, noon-5 pm. Web: www.haystackhome.com. 


Herbal holiday 

If you’re going for a healthier holiday dinner 
this year, take a look at New York Natu- 
rals’ selection of organic health food 
and produce. If you need gifts for some 
high-stressed loved ones, the store spe- 
cializes in herbal supplements and 
relaxing, all-natural beauty prod- 
ucts. An herbal “Tsheringma” tea 
from remote Bhutan would make 
an exotic stocking staffer ($5.99). 

And while you’re giving out gifts 
to everyone else, how about treat- 
ing yourself to a carrot juice ($1.99) 
or papaya smoothie ($5.99) from the in 
store organic juice bar. 

New York Naturals [253 Flatbush Ave., 
at Sixth avenue in Prospect Heights (718) 230-7094], Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9 am-9 pm; Saturday-Sunday, 10 am-9 



Take 'em to a show 

If you haven’t already seen Ridge Repertory’s production of 
“The Man who Came to Dinner,” it’s a perfect family outing, 
or tickets ($15 bucks apiece) make a wonderful gift for friends. 
Showing the next two Saturday nights at 8 pm and the next two 
Sunday afternoons at 3 pm. 

Ridge Repertory [Bay Ridge Jewish Center at 81st Street 
and Fourth Avenue (718) 836-3103] 


'The Brooklyn Taper 
' Wishes Ton a 
' Warm and ZHappy 
i "Holiday ! 



To promote your business, call Celia 718 834 9350 ext. 104 


TittlMoh 

Your Dark Side 



shop & dine 

ATLANTIC 


ATLANTICAVENUEBKNY.ORG 


itic Avenue Betterment Association (AABA) 


mrr 


Oja 


EAT. 

DRINK. 

HELP. 


Each Saturday in December 
Tempo Restaurant & Wine Bar 
will donate 100% of its 
nightly proceeds to Modest Needs, 

a charity that issues small grants to 
New Yorkers who need a little financial aid 
to help overcome a small setback and 
avoid the cycle of poverty. 

Now, dining out is an act of helping out.* 

*And writing off.. .70% of your total bill will be tax deductible. 


256 5th Avenue, Brooklyn 

E ZV between Garfield & Carroll 

S m 718.636.2020 

www.tempobrooklyn.com 

RESTAURANT St WINE BAR 
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unique, whimsical clothing for the whole family 
designed in the traditional batik wax & dye method 



492 Atlantic Avenue • Poerum Hill (between. Nevins «• 3rd) 
(718) 596-6849 • www.nancybatik.com 


Go ‘Finger’ it! 

Billyburg's giant building can rise again 


80MPG 


...WHY DON’T YOU? 

VESPA BROOKLYN 

215 ParkAvenue, Fort Greene 
Open 7 Days 

(718)254-08 

Authorized Sales & 5 




ivfji day 



Design-A-Party 

You and your child can 
choose from o variety 
of activities, themes, 
projects, & decorations for 
a fun-filled day that will 
be remembered forever! 


31 0 Atlantic Avenue (Boerum Hill) 
119 Union St. (Carroll Gardens) 

718 - 797-5600 


The city gave a thumbs-up 
to Williamsburg’s notorious 
“Finger Building,” granting 
the owners of the unfinished 
structure permission to com- 
plete their North Eighth Street 

After nearly three years of 
legal squabbles, the powerful 
B oard of Standards and Appeals 
voted 4-0 (with one abstention) 
on Tuesday to allow the “Fin- 
ger Building” — which earned 
its name because neighbors say 
it looks like a giant digit that’s 
flipping the bird at its low-rise 
neighbors — to rise to its pro- 
posed 16-stories, despite a 2005 
rezoning that caps buildings at 
10 stories. 

That’s about as high as the 
building — designed by em- 
battled starchitect Robert Scar- 
ano — ever got before the city 
halted construction over ques- 
tions about the developers’ open- 
space promises. 

But this week, the BSA sided 
with the builders .ruling that the 
Department of Buildings “is pro- 
hibited from denying a permit 
based on a speculative future 
illegal use,” and that the plans 
“are sufficient to establish com- 
pliance with the open space re- 
quirements.” 

Unsurprisingly, opponents of 



the tower are miffed. 

“It’s a huge blow to the com- 
munity,’ "said Williamsburg activ- 
ist Evan Thies. “Perhaps the most other neighbors 

terrible thing is that this decision ing filing 
sets a precedent [that] the voice ' 

of the people can be quieted by 


developer-friendly board.” 
Even though the BSA ap- 
proved the project, Thies and 
consider- 


Hair • Nails • Facials 

FULL LINE OIF AVEDA PROpU01<<§ 

I (Che . AVEDA 


Warm days could end 
judges’ parking reign 


O&Mctuorw 

— SSmlon 



By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The weather outside is 
frightful — which means the 
judges can keep their cars in 
a Columbus Park walkway a 
little while longer. 

Wednesday’s downpour pre- 
vented workers from complet- 
ing construction of a parking lot 
for judges and other Supreme 
Court workers in the southern 
part of Columbus Park next to 
Borough Hall — so the occu- 
pation of the northern pedes- 
trian pathway continues. 

Workers still need two days 


of dry, above-40-degree tem- 
peratures to finish paving and 
painting the new parking lot, 
said a Parks Department spokes- 
man. During the two-month re- 
construction, judges seized a 
walkway in the northern part of 
Columbus Park, angering many 
pedestrians. 

“People would like to see the 
construction done, and we’re 
very close,” said Community 
Board 2 District Manager Rob 
Perris . “But if we don’t get those 
warmer days, then we’re stuck 
with the status quo, and I think 
everyone is ready to move be- 



Get comfortable 

with better hearing. 

Open-fit style and the power of nanoscience make Radius the most comfortable and 
technologically advanced hearing instruments in the world. It feels so light and natural, 
you won’t even know you’re wearing it. 

► Lightweight Design provides superior sound without 
compromising comfort 

► Best-in-Class Feedback Elimination; No more annoying whistling ^ ^ 4 ^ 

► Automatically Manages Noise so hearing, comfort and quality 9 

are enhanced ’ - ote 

CIC BTE 

► Adapts to Changing Environments; As sounds change, 

Radius changes souncfChotce^ 

► Improves Speech Intelligibility in Noise; 

Radius instantly reacts and responds automatically; no manual Financing Available 

adjustments needed 

► Open Fit earbuds, exact fit earmolds and a variety of vent sizes 
provide better, clearer, more natural hearing 

Call today for your FREE demonstration! 718.858.6734 


Valid only at Audiology Affiliates 


Free Hearing Screening 

$1000.00 Off Binaural Set 

Friday, Dec. 12 • noon-7pm 
Saturday, Dec. 13 • 9am-2pm 
Monday, Dec. 14 • 8am-6pm 


Coupon expires 12/31/08 


Dennis L. Kisiel, P.H.D. 

Audiology Affiliates 

Formerly A&B Hearing Aid Center 
Experience & Training 
for a difference you can hear 
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 6A 
off Clinton Street 

(718) 858-6734 . (718) 875-3131 


yond the status quo.” 

Temperatures are expected 
to remain below 40 for the next 
few days, according to the Na- 
tional Weather Service. 

Once the work is finished, 
judges will put their mostly for- 
eign cars in their new lot inside 
the park at the corner of Jora- 
lemon and Adams streets in- 
stead of overflowing their lot 
and parking on another pedes- 
trian path just east of Borough 
Hall. 

Workers have installed a new 
direct entrance to the lot from 
Joralemon Street, so judges 
won’t use that bluestone-tiled 
pathway. 

Reclaiming the space is a vic- 
tory for the community, park 
advocates said. And even act- 
ing Administrative Judge Abe 
Gerges, who fought to main- 
tain the driveway-like space, has 
called the compromise satisfac- 

“I think it all worked out in 
the best interest of the public as 
well as the judges — the pub- 
lic will have some more open 
space and the judges will have 
more parking,” Gerges told The 
Brooklyn Paper. “They’re work- 
ing hard, and the only issue now 
is the weather and I don’t think 
any of us have control over that, 

Brooklyn Heights Associa- 
tion Executive Director Judy 
Stanton said the imminent re- 
opening was definitely “good 

“Given the frigid weather, 
I won’t expect dancing in the 
street, but springtime will bring 
people out to take advantage of 
the extra space,” Stanton said. 
‘We’ll certainly enjoy the open- 
ness of a car-free pedestrian 
walkway.” 


Spicy Pickle ’ 
Catering 

...the perfect holiday solution! 

Have a group to feed this holiday season? Spicy Pickle has one tasty solution! 

We build every grilled panini, signature sub and salad from scratch. 

We start with fresh baked artisan breads, then we pile on the very best meats, 
cheese and veggies, and top it all off with amazing homemade spreads. 

So let us spice up your holidy gatherings with flavors that are anything but ordinary. 

CHECK OUT OUR CATERING MENU AT SPICYPICKLE.COM or CALL 347-463-9403 
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£=3 £=3 £=3 £=5 £=5 e? 

DON'T FORGET FLUFFY U 
& SPOT THIS YEAR! | 

Pet Beds! Scratching Pasts! Toys! Clothing! e? 



57 CLARK STREET in Brooklyn Heights 
( 718 ) 852-7208 

is-eSsS iri . www.NYCPet.com 
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GREAT GIFTS 
FOR PEOPLE WHO 
EAT & DRINK 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY COFFEES , TEAS , SPICE 
BLENDS , PRESERVES , COOKIES , CONDIMENTS , 
AND BURDICK’S HANDMADE CHOCOLATES 

TWO FOR THE POT 

TASTEFULLY STUFFING STOCKINGS AND PANTRIES 
SINCE 1973 

200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE 
ON THE EDGE OF BROOKLYN HTS 718 855-8173 


UNLIMITED YOGA 

*99 

Unlimited 


Monthly Yoga 

Minimum six months 
Offer good thru Dec. 31st 



yoga people 


160 Montague Street 



62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 
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MacBook Shopping Guide 

When comparison shopping for a MacBook, here's a valuable tip. 
The absolute lowest prices are at Mac Support Store. 

Fast new MacBooks. Jaw dropping prices. Best. Holiday. Ever. 



m The Mac Support Store 

718-312-8341 

www.macsupportstore.com • support@macsupportstore.com 

1 68 7th Street • Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 5 

• Authorized 

Service Provider 


For budding Picassos 

The Table Top Easel is a great 
gift for kids of all ages looking 
to get started with art. It comes 
in two sizes, and it’s cheap com- 
pared to a full-size easel. Per- 
fect for aspiring artists with 
limited space. Now 30-percent 
off the regular prices of $16.99 
and $47.39. 

Fosters Art Sets ($19.95) have 
a little bit of everything for your 
favorite artist. They come with 
supplies in several media, includ- 
ing watercolor, pencil and calligra- 
phy. With detailed instructions for each, even 
the most inexperienced new artist will know exactly how to 
use them. It even includes paper. And if you buy now, Sev- 
enth Avenue Art will throw in a free 4x6 Strathmore pad. 

Seventh Avenue Art Supplies [374 Seventh Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park Slope (718) 369-4969], Hours: Monday- 
Saturday, 10 am-6 pm; Sunday, noon-5 pm. 



Go go gadgets 

The Mac Support Store offers repair and data recovery ser- 
vices on Apple products, and, as an Apple Authorized Reseller, 
the store also sells brand new Mac computers and accessories, 
plus other computers, assembled right in the store. Nothing 
beats the gift of technology — especially at these prices! 

Mac Support Store [168 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Park 
Slope (718) 312-8341] Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 am-6 pm; Sat- 
urday, 10 am-4 pm; closed Sunday. Web: www.macsuppor ts- 




Liquitex acrylic paint sets 

$1 7.69 to $37.89 includes free brush set (your choice) 

Magic Touch Paint Sets 

Great for kids. Vibrant colors, easy to use. $8.89 

Gemstone Beads and Supplies 

Free sterling earring wires 1 0 pack with purchase of 3 strands of beads. 

Deluxe Multi Media Art Set 

Over 150 pieces. $10.00 off reg. price of $65.99 


ART SUPPLIES FOR 

♦ Fine Artists 
4 Graphic Artists 
4 Students & Children 



376 Seventh Ave 

Between 1 1th & 12th Streets 
Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 


(718)369-4969 



GIFTS FOR 
YOUR 

| Kurgo 
Tru-Fit 


TOP DOG 

F 


Big Shrimpy Pet Beds 

sm $89 med *119 Lrg $ 130 


169 Lincoln Place (off 7th Ave.) 
Open 7 Days 
(718)2464600 
topdogshop.com 


SHOP 


COM 


Safety the Suu&et 


(71 8 ) 788-8000 

www.sunsetbeer.com 


Kegs • Ice 
Soda • Water 

Premium Domestic 
& Imported Beers 

969 3rd Avenue 

(at 37 St., across from Costco) 

Sunset Park 

Open Mon-Sat 
We Deliver 


They've been framed 

Want to halve your shopping during Christmas week? Head 
to Frame it in Brooklyn, where each framing customer will 
receive a free print — and this store has thousands to choose 

Frame it in Brooklyn [767 Third Ave., between 25th and 26th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 788-7404] Hours: Monday- 
Saturday, 8:30 am-5 pm 


Grrr-eatfunfor 
grrrr-eat dogs! 

Grrr-emlins from Vo-Toy ($9.25) are 
both fun and durable. Made of 
foam-stuffed Latex, they will 
outlast other, hollow rubber 
squeaky toys. All dogs will 
love the texture, but they 
are especially great for 
stronger chewers . Choose 
from three cheeky styles: 

Hornelius, Pedey or Slugger. 

Big Shrimpy beds are both 
attractive and good for the 
environment. They are 
made from recycled ma- 
terials and stuffed with 
eco-friendly fabric. 

Available in fleece 
or suede, they come 
in colors to fit any 
decor. Two outer layers 
protect the bed from dog messes, 
plus all parts are machine washable. Original style comes in 
small ($89), medium ($119) and large ($130) and can be spe- 
cial ordered in any size or color. 

The Tru-Fit Smart Harness from Kurgo ($27.79) is a versa- 
tile and smart gift for the traveling dog lover. This sturdy and 
comfortable harness can be attached to a car seatbelt as well 
as used as a regular walking harness. It’s fully adjustable and 
comes in small, medium, large and extra-large. 

They say that every dog has his day, and when he does, he’ll 
be hungry, too. That’s reason enough to highlight Galloping 
Gourmutts baked treats ($l-$2.50) for your favorite dog. The 
unique, individual treats are baked and all natural (some are 
even wheat free). 

Top Dog Shop [169 Lincoln PI. at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope (718) 246-4600] Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 am-9 pm; Satur- 
day-Sunday, 9 am-7 pm. 



Custom cordials 

Let’s face it: too many gift baskets consist of fruit or, worse, 
flowers. Finally, Mei Chi Liquor is giving us what we need: 
gift baskets of booze. Not only can the shop create a soothing 
display starting at $15, but if you’re buying in bulk (for your 
office holiday party, say), you’ll enjoy a 10-percent discount. 
Not to encourage an overly lavish bacchanal, but if you buy 
24 or more bottles, you save 15 percent. In other words, we’re 
encouraging an overly lavish bacchanal. 

Mei Chi Liquor [391 Flatbush Ave., between Sterling and St. 
Johns Places in Park Slope, (718) 622-1403] Hours: Monday- 
Saturday, 10:30 am-10 pm; Sunday, 1-9 pm. 


Holiday beer bash 

With more than 500 varieties of beer to 
choose from, Sunset Beer is the place 
) go to prepare for your upcom- 
ing holiday bashes. From your 
favorite local brews to quirky 
European beers, this place has 
something for everyone . Kegs 
range in price from the $70 Co- 
ors to the $155 keg of Stella 
Artois. 

Sunset Beer Distributors [969 
^^8/ Third Ave., at 37th Street in 
Sunset Park (718) 788-8000] 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday, 

am-7 pm; Thursday-Saturday, 10 



Warm drinks 
and goodies 

Fill up the stockings and pantries of your favorite tea and 
coffee connoseurs at this charming little shop. Groovy selec- 
tion of teas, spice blends, condiments, preserves, holiday cook- 
ies and Burdicks homemade chocolates, mugs, teapots and all 
other handy hardware to enhance your holiday meals. 

Two For The Pot [200 Clinton St. between at Atlantic Avenue 
in Brooklyn Heights (718) 855-8173 Hours: Monday-Friday, 12-7 
pm; Saturday 10 am-6 pm; Sunday 1-5 pm. 


A burning hot gift 

How does 2,300 degrees sound? The crafts enthusiast in 
your life might like to learn glassblowing, beadmaking, or 
stained glass or neon creations. Lots of classes to choose from, 
with varying tuitions. 

Urban Glass [647 Fulton St, third floor, at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene (718)625-3685] www.urbangiass.org. 




painting, passion, professionalism.* 


Call CertaPro today to schedule your free estimate 1 -800-GoCerta 
Schedule online at www.certapro.com/schedule 

10% Off any Painting Project booked before Dec 31 


ftolidaji specials 

BUY BY THE CASE & SAVE 

Mix & Match Wines 

Purchase 24+ Bottles 
Receive 20% off 


Purchase 15-24 Bottles or more 

Receive 15% off 


Purchase 6-14 Bottles 
Receive 10% off 


does not include discounted items 

Ask about our great prices on 

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING WINE 

Custom Gift Baskets Made to Order! 

# Delivery Available aje 

We Specialize in Upscale Wine & Liquor 


at the Factory Outlet 

photographs, mirrors, original art, 
or a special poster of print, 
consider the gift giving and 
keep-sake possibilities! 

Custom Framing Options Galore 
Design Assistance / Friendly Staff / Conservation & Preservation 
Thousands of Frames to Choose From / Over 1000,000 Art Prints Available 


FRAME IT 

IN BROOKLYN 


767 Third Avenue (25th-26th street) 

718.788.7404 

www.frameitinbrooklyn.com 


CertaPro Painters 

ma h 
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Long live the ’90s! 


Great Clinton-era rockers are all over Brooklyn this month 




Meat Puppets 

The band’s 1994 album, 
“Too High to Die,” is rife 
with the intricate guitars and 
mellow vocals that defined 
the Puppets’ offbeatsound. 
While it was the band’smost 
successful album, any loyal 
fan will argue it never got the i 
stream recognition it deserved. 


Old 97s 

The Dallas-based band 
transitioned away from alt- 
country and into a more 
pop-influenced sound by 
the time “Satellite Rides” 
was made in 2000, but the , 
album is full of smart lyr- 
ics, upbeatmelodies and just enough 
twang to assure fans the band is still attached to 
their roots. — Emily Lavin 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The Lemonheads rose to relative 
fame in 1993 when their cover of 
“Mrs. Robinson” appeared in the 
film “Wayne’s World 2,” and Dando 
landed a coveted spot on People Mag- 
azine’s list of the “50 Most Beau- 
tiful People” — but allegations of 
drug abuse and Johnny Depp-style 
hotel room desecration soured the 
band’s reputation. 

Fans can expect a few Lemon- 
heads classics alongside Dando’s solo 
songs at the Brooklyn gig. 

Another frontman gone solo is 
Rhett Miller, the leader of the alt- 
country standbys the Old 97s — a 
band whose name has only grown 
more accurate over the years. 

Miller will bring his Texas-tinged 
pop to the Bell House in Gowanus 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, for his first- 
ever Brooklyn show. 

The crooner, who started record- 
ing twangy albums when he was in 
high school, doesn’t resent his ’90s 
songs — in fact, he finds them tran- 
scendental. 

“I don’t feel any kind of disdain 
for any of the songs that I’ve writ- 
ten — even if I recognize them for 
being a more crude version of what 
I do now,” said Miller. “As soon as 
I start playing a song, I get imme- 
diately transported back to the time 


T he 1990s are back in Brooklyn, in a big 

Rockers who made their names in the 
decade that gave us “Saved by the Bell,” pogs, 
and the Spice Girls, are touring Brooklyn like 
it was — you guessed it — the ’90s. 

The Meat Puppets, that Arizona-based three- 
piece most famous for 
backing Kurt Cobain 
during his legendary 
“Unplugged” perfor- 
mance in 1993, will 
bring their brash — 
and at times purpose- 
fully out of tune — 
rock to the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg on 
Saturday for their 
first Brooklyn per- 
formance. 

After releasing 
the gold record “Too 
High to Die” in 1994, 
the Puppets staggered 
through a druggy late ’90s dotted with hia- 
tuses before reuniting in 2006. 

And when the rockers look back on their 
11 records and 20-plus-year career, they’re 
shocked to be considered an influential act. 

“It blows our mind that we have been rec- 
ognized for the course we chose,” said bass- 
ist Cris Kirkwood. “It seems to validate what 


Meet Puppets: The Meat Puppets, who were much thinner in their 1980s hey- 
day, are back — and performing on Dec. 13 at the Music Hall of Williamsburg. 


we were thinking when we first set course 
for our band, which was, just be really good, 
be absolutely open minded, and trust your- 
self, and your muse, and hope it reaches an 
appreciative audience.” 

It’s not just North Brooklynites who will 


have a chance to enjoy the Clinton-era fun. 

Evan Dando — frontman of the recently 
reunited ’90s alt-rockers, the Lemonheads 
— will play a solo gig at Southpaw in Park 
Slope on Friday, Dec. 19. 


Sweet and sour: (Above) Lemonhead lead singer 
Evan Dando, the bad boy of 1990s rock, will play a 
solo show at Southpaw on Dec. 19. (At right) Old 
97s lead singer Rhett Miller is back, sans band, for 
a show on Dec. 13 at the Bell House. 


— will be performing in Brooklyn, so GO Brook- 
lyn thought it best to provide a refresher course on 
what made them so great. 

Lemonheads 

The band’s 1992 break- 
through album, “It 
Shame About Ray,” se 
lessly mixes elements of 
alternative rock, punk and 
pop. Its melodic harmo- 
nies and clever lyrics penned by 
lead singer Evan Dando set the musical st 
dard for the decade’s alt-rock explosion. 


9 


NIGHTLIFE 


Tequila fun 

When it came time to add a bar to La Taqueria, 
a longtime burrito institution on Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, owner Marty Medina didn’t waste money 
on furnishings. Instead, he covered the wall with 100 
bottles of tequila. 

“I figured I could ei- 
ther spend money on de- 
cor or on tequila,” he said, 
laughing at the three bot- 
tle-covered shelves. 

Medina didn’t only re- 
furbish his popular restau- 
rant; he’s also trying to re- 
suscitate the reputation of 
its signature booze. 
Tequila certainly de- 
serves a revival. The best bottles in Median’s collection 
are aged (anejo) varieties that have many of the char- 
acteristics — oak, vanilla, honey undercurrents — that 
make single malt snobs go crazy. 

And unlike Scotch, tequila is the ultimate mixer. 
Medina really shows it off in his house margarita — 
which uses fresh prickly pear juice. 

It goes down easy. A little too easy. 

La Taqueria [72 Seventh Ave., between Lincoln and 
Berkeley places, (718) 398-4300], Hours: Sunday-Thurs- 
day, 11:30 am-10 pm; Friday-Saturday, 11 am-11 pm. 
Accepts American Express, MasterCard and Visa. 

— Sarah Portlock 



DINING 


Corn meal 


O 


Grand Street is about to get a whole lot cornier. 

On Monday, Williamsburg residents Maribel Araujo 
and Aristides Barrios will open Caracas Brooklyn — a 
Venezuelan restaurant specializing in the stuffed cc 
meal patties called arepas. 

“Arepas are something 
you can eat every single 
day — they’re our bread 
in Venezuela,” said Araujo, 
who also owns Manhat- 
tan’s Caracas Arepa Bar. 

The menu at Caracas 
Brooklyn will boast more 

than a dozen ethereal arepas, including the simple La 
Paisa (mild cheese, $4.25), the hearty La Pelua (shred- 
ded beef and Cheddar, $6.25), and the upscale La Play- 
era (fish, onions, peppers and herbs, $6.50). 

Unlike the tiny Caracas locations in Manhattan, the 
new eatery between Roebling and Havemeyer streets 
will boast a full bar and seating for 75. 

Filling those seats won’t be a problem. 

“Young people who live here don’t cook too much 
at home, so they need an affordable and fun way of 
eating every night — and that’s what we’re hoping to 
be,” she said. 

Caracas Brooklyn [291 Grand St., between Roebling 
and Havemeyer streets, (212) 529-2314] Major credit 
cards, www.caracasarepabar.com. — Ben Muessig 


DINING 


Your noodle 

There’s a new nightcap in Williamsburg, and — 
gasp! — it’s not alcoholic. 

Momo Shirai and Minami Yoshii are serving ramen, 
that traditional Japanese noodle soup, to booze-soaked 
revelers at their recently opened Bonjin Ramen every Fri- 
day night — err, Saturday 
morning — frommidnight 

“In Japan, we go drink- 
ing, then we eat ramen — 
it’s kind of a traditional 
thing,” said Yoshii. 

The Grand Street eat- 
ery, which is temporarily 
borrowing space from the 
Korean restaurant Dokebi, offers savory ramen made 
from miso broth and topped with a heap of curly noo- 
dles, a fatty piece of pork belly, corn, scallions, and a 
garnish of fried noodles ($10). 

Of course, beer is available, too. 

Following the Bonjin tradition, the once-a-week “mov- 
able restaurant” won’t stick around for long: the mid- 
night ramen will be available only through March. 

“After that, who knows what we’ll do?” she said. 

Bonjin Ramen is available at Dokebi [199 Grand St be- 
tween Bedford and Driggs avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
782-1424] on Saturday from midnight-4 am. Cash only. 
For info, visit www.bonjincafe.com. — Ben Muessig 





Holiday Dining 
Le Petit Marche in Brooklyn Heights 

Cf)ri£tma£ €be 

arte menu plus Christmas Eve Specials 

gear’s! €be 

Ring in the new year with a 
New Year’s Eve prix fix menu 8c entertainmeni 

Happy Holidays from all of us at 

Le Petit Marche 

46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.) 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-865-9605 
www.bkbistro. 





The Mon Ulho 

Came to Dinner 


By George S. Kaufman & Moss Hart • Directed by James Martinelli 
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SOUND ADVICE FOR 
TURBULENT TIMES... 
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ON SALE NOW 


BROOKLYN FRAME WORKS 

142 5TH AVE (AT ST. JOHN'S PL) • 718 399-6613 
WWW.BROOKLYNFRAMEWORKS.COM 










The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.ee 


December 13, 2008 


Celebrate New Years Eve / 

with a Sumptuous Four-Course Dinner at 

In our Elegant Private Upstairs Banquet Room 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008 8:30 pm to 2:00 am 
Champagne at Midnight 
Open Bar All Night, Coffee 
Live DJ, Hats 8c Noise Makers 
$125 per person (Plus tax and gratuity) 

$60.00 per child under 12 years 

We are also offering a Special Christmas Eve 
& New Years Eve Alla Carte Menu 
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345 Court Street 

(Corner of Union) Brooklyn, NY 11231 

Make Reservations Early! 

Call Now (718) 852-5015 

Free Valet Parking 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
us on the web at www.MarcoPoloRistorante.c< 


Chanukah in Downtown Brooklyn 

The Rabbi Jacob J. Hecht Menorah 


Brooklyn’s Official Menorah 
Live Music - Delicious Treats - Prizes for Kids 

front of the Supreme Court & Borough Hall (corner of Montague & Court Streets) 


Year of Hakhel 


Special Official Lighting Ceremony 

with Mr. Marty Markowitz, President of the Borought of Brooklyn 

Monday, December 22 at 5:00pm 

With Live Children’s Choir / Followed by a children party inside Borough Hall 
Chanukuh prizes and a comedy magic show 

For further information please contact: Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin (718) 596 4840 ext. 18 
A joint project of www.heightschahad.com www.kiddiekorner.org www.hnaiavraham.com 
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Avi Liberman 



for Chanukuh 

*(Kosher cutting-edge comedy) 


Sunday December 21 


1st Night of Chanukah 

Doors Open @ 7: 30/Show: 8- 10pm 


nai Avraham - 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Martini Bar & Latkos 
21+/$18 Cover 

Hosted by Comedy Festival, CollegeHumor.com 

‘The Big Mockers’ 

Ranked as the #1 Jewish Comic by Google and MSN 



WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

December 13 



Swingin' 

Victorians 

Sexy singles? Victorian 
history? Hell, yes! Get 
some exercise, learn 
about a nice nabe, and, 
most important, 
other singles during a 
holiday-themed walk- 
ing tour of Brooklyn 
Heights that expli 
the neighborhood's 
19th-century history 
(including the famed 
"Moonstruck" house, 
pictured). 

1 pm. Meet in front of 
Borough Halt [Court St. at 
Remsen Street in Down- 
town, (917) 803-8551 ]. $15 
(cash only). 


SUNDAY 

December 14 

Beer 'n' deer 

Nothing in the world is 
better than a beer tast- 
ing. Except for a beer 
tasting with local brews, 
a live DJ, and all the ven- 
ison you can eat! Sample 
suds from some local 
breweries while you 
shoomze and nosh on 
delectable deer. 

3-7 pm. F latbush Farm [76 
St. Marks Ave. at , 

/ Flatbush Avenue, 


MONDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

December 15 December 20 December 21 




Let Gigi la Femme (pic- 
tured) and her bawdy 
burlesque babes tickle 
you in a seductive sex- 
soaked soiree. This is 
your last chance to catch 
Legs Malone and Peeka- 
boo Pointe in the flesh 
as they strut those end- 
less gams because, after 
tonight, it's curtains on 
this three-part series. 

10 pm. Public Assembly [70 
North Sixth St. between 
and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384- 
4586], $10. 


It is alive! 

Keep the Christ in 
Christmas by heading 
to New Utrecht 
Reformed Church in 
Bensonhurst, which will 
raise the sackcloth on 
its annual "Living Nativ- 
ity" scene, complete 
with live sheep, live 
apostles, live wise men 
and a little baby Jesus 
at the center of it all 
(actual baby Jesus 
played by a doll). 

3-6 pm. New Utrecht 
Reformed Church [18th 
Avenue between 83rd and 
84th streets in Bensonhurst, 

(718) 236-0678], 

rfr 



Jew jokes 

There's just something 
about a menorah that 
brings on those Adam 
Sandler-esque jokes. So 
tonight, following in the 
tradition of Jewish com- 
edy, celebrate the first 
night of Hanukkah with 
martinis, latkes and 
some cutting-edge 
kosher standup. (Over 
21 only, though.) 
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‘Tuna’ har har 


This show is one big Christmas ham 



By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 


W hat is it about a man in 
a dress that will always 
make audiences laugh? 
So what happens when there are 
two men, both in dresses, big 
pearl earrings, and gams that 
go on for days? 

Youhave “A Tuna Christmas,” 
on stage now through Dec. 21 
at the Gallery Players in Park 
Slope. 

The play is set in the small 
(and fictional) town of Tuna, 
Texas, and showcases the strong 
personalities of 22 residents in 
the days leading up to Christ- 
mas. Noth- 
ing is sacred, 
and there are 
jokes made on 
behalf of the 
Texan suthirn’ 
accent, small 
people and a 
determina- 
tion that the 
Christmas carol term, “Ye merry 
gentlemen,” is a merely a code 
phrase meaning “gay.” 

Justin Barnette and Brian 
Letchworth, the show’s only 
actors, run frantically between 
scenes and expertly jostle be- 
tween costume changes without 
any glitches. Each man never 
loses sight of a character’s per- 
sonality, which says something 
when each is playing 1 1 char- 
acters and every prop is panto- 
mimed. 

There’s Bertha Bumiller (Bar- 
nette), a “well-fed” and proud 


They're in 'Tuna': Brian Letchworth (left) and Justin Bar- 
nette play all 22 roles in "A Tuna Christmas," now at the 
Gallery Players in Park Slope. 


mother in a bright green hoop 
skirt with a candy cane print 
with a troublemaking family, 
and DiDi Snavely (Letchworth) 
of DiDi’s Used Weapons, who 


enthusiastically decorates her 
Christmas tree with deactivated 
grenades and handguns. 

But the cherries on this deli- 
cious holiday fruitcake are Letch- 


worth’s portrayal of town offi- 
cial Dixie Deberry and Barnette’s 
drama queen Joe Bob Lipsey. 

I don’t actually know which 
made me laugh harder: Letch- 
worth, a thin man-turned-lady 
in a Day-Glo purple one-piece 
Nylon tracksuit, army boots, 
and grandma wig, or Barnette, 
a large man in only black tights, 
pumps, a tight red tank top, and 
a big cape. 

For one second, Letchworth 
looked so much the part of a 
granny that I lost it. And when 
he (she?) started lip-syncing hol- 
iday hits, tears streamed down 

As for Barnette, the man 
prancing about the stage in heels 
had everyone in stitches. 

“Tuna” is not for opponents 
of comic vulgarity (“I hope 
Santa Claus takes a crap down 
your chimney”) and people who 
don’t appreciate subversive humor 
(such as that reference to the lo- 
cal Ku Klux Klan chapter’s an- 
nual “White Christmas” party). 

The actors are best in their 
element when they are in their 
loudest, proudest and sassiest 
female characters . And despite 
the audience’s hysterics, Bar- 
nette and Letchworth never lost 
a cue or broke character. When- 
ever the inevitable inadvertent 
mishap did happen, both actors 
turned it so quickly into an ele- 
ment of the play that the humor 
raged on. 

The show is slow to start, but 
the laughs start rollicking soon 
enough. At first, its 2-1/2 hour 
run time seems tedious, but by 
the end , I’m not sure what could 
have been cut. 

As with other Gallery Players 
shows I’ve reviewed, “A Tuna 
Christmas” is well worth a visit. 
I left with a fantastic feeling 
in my stomach after I’d been 
laughing for two hours, and I 
am still chuckling at the sight 
of that purple tracksuit. I fear I 
will be giggling at that for days 
to come. 


JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 

...at just the right price 



4408 5th Ave. <be,. 44 th & 45, h sts.) ' 718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • IxllS## 


‘AvaiCafaCe 


Q-fo ficfay ‘Pa rties ! 

Up to 150 guests • Call Craig or John for Reservations • 71 8-230-0244 



Happy Hour: Mon-Fri 4-7pm • Half Price Apps and Drinks 


BELMONT STEAKS 

139 Flatbush Ave • Atlantic Terminal Mall 

(718) 230-0244 

^ Open til 10pm 7 days a week ^ 



ied/trifiti />c 


Wine, dine & dance into 2009, Wednesday, December 3 1 
starting at 8pm. Price includes a pre fixe menu, 
unlimited wine & beer, live DJ & dancing, complimentary 
champagne toast & party favors at midnight. 


W APPETIZER: (Choice of One) 
Minestrone, Caprino Salad, Mozzarella di Casa, 
Seafood Salad, Baked Clams or Calamari Fritti 
ENTREE: (Choice of One) 

Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, 
Rigatoni Rustica, Salmone, Shrimp Scampi 
or Chicken Scarpariello 
DESSERT: (Choice of One) 

Italian Cheesecake, Tiramisu, 

Cannoli or Vanilla & Chocolate Gelato 


PASSED HORS DOEUVRES: Mini Meatballs, Mini Riceballs 
Potato Crochettes, Gourmet Pizza & Shrimp Cocktail 
FAMILY STYLE: Calamari Fritti and Zucchini Sicks 
APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto 
PASTA: (Choice of One) Penne Vodka or 
PenneAl Filetto di Pomodoro 
ENTREE: (Choice of One) Chicken Vesuvio, Ribeye Steak, 
Veal Marsala or Salmone 


FAMILY STYLE: Italian Cookies & Fresh Fruit Platter 


DESSERT: Tiramisu with Vanilla Gelato 


7305 3RD AVE BKLYN, NY 11209 * 718. 745.0222 • WWW.VESUVIOBAYRIDGE.COM 


Sf QPizzeZui, 


CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER 

$29.95pp 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION 


KIDS MENU & A LA CARTE MENU 
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE ON 
CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE 


Tax & Gratuity Not Included 
Reservations Recommended 


led* 


ite * Red White &Bubbr 

211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm m®®© 


ECEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS 


These are Darrin’s Best 
Buys for December! 


Millaman Chardonnay ‘Estate’ 

Delicious Chardonnay from one of FTVd 
Chile's oldest wineries... and one 
of it's best! I discovered this winery when I was 
a judge in the Wines of Chile 2007 competi- 
tion, and I've been a fan ever since (they took a 
gold medal!). Rich, ripe, smooth and toasty 
with a 'spot-on' balance. 

Excelsior Cabernet Sauvignon 

What a mouthful of wine! Loads of IjXVKV 
black currant and blackberry aro- feiUiil 
mas, with abundant flavors of black plums. The 
DeWet family has been making terrific wine in 
South Africa since 1697. Plenty of "fruit-for- 
ward" flavors along with a definite sense of "ter- 
roir". Old World meets New, at a great price! 

Marquee GSM ‘Classic’ 

An Australian take on a French 
classic. All through the south of 
France, wines are made from a blend of 
Grenache, Syrah & Mourvedre. This is the 
same blend, but from Australia, resulting in a 
less earthy but more flavorful red wine. You'll 
smack your lips once you taste it. 






Luc Pirlet Merlot 



right! This barrel-aged, full-fla- • 
vored red, deep garnet wine has a rich bouquet 
of ripe blackberries and vanilla with a touch of 
toasty oak. Well balanced & smooth, with 
. enough tannins to stand up to a good steak. 


Darrin’s December 
Discovery Wines! 


Grillo, Disisa, Sicily ‘06 

Is there a better seafood wine KEnTn 
anywhere than Grillo? Grillo liUMfii 
has been grown for winemaking in Sicily since 
the earliest of times, loved for its delightfuly 
light aromas, its refreshing yet dry flavors of 
peaches and citrus as well as the crisp tang 
and smooth balance that makes it such a 
wonderful wine to enjoy simply by itself or 
with almost any fish dishes as well as chicken 
and lighter cheeses. From grapes grown in an 
11th Century vineyard in Monreale, home to 
the most respected Grillos in Sicily, this is the 
wine we'll be drinking on Christmas Eve with 
our "Feast of the Fishes"! 

Cotes du Roussillon Rouge, Walden ‘06 

Named for Henry David IjXffjnS 
Thoreau's "Walden," and 
made in the spirit of his philosophy of living in 
harmony with nature. The nose is filled with 
blackberries, black cherries & black plums. 

On the palate, flavors of blueberry, blackber- 
ry, black cherry & anise with some Port-like 
notes. Smooth on the tongue, supple and 
mouth-filling with complexity and depth. This 
wine is drinking well right now, and will com- 
pliment rich, flavorful dishes like roasts & 
stews. I recommend that you decant this big, 
bold red about a half hour before drinking: it 
will open up beautifully! 





Buy Darrin's Best Buys 4 Pack and S ave 10% 

Em 


Buy my December Discovery Wines 

Two Pack and Save 10% 


Darren’s “Spirit of the Month!” 

Triple Eight Vodka 

Every year, my grandmother would flavor a bottle, adding a FTTVTl 
dried tangerine peel one year, a small handful of cherry pits the 
next. After a week or two, the bottle would go into the freezer, to be enjoyed 
in small sips. Finding good vodka isn't easy. That's why I'm so enthusiastic 
about Triple Eight! The cranberry is light & dry, while the blueberry is a knock- 
out. This is one you must try! 

Darrin’s “Stocking Stuffer” 

Chateau du Grand Moueys, ler Cotes de Bordeaux 

Save $5... and be a very good Santa! 

Plenty of those lovely dark fruit aro- 
mas: plums, figs, blueberries, currants, slate and 
minerals. One size fits all, and leave a bottle out for 
Santa. 


Organic Wine of the Month 

Cantina Ciolli ‘Silene’ 

A delicious, hand-made red wine from 
Lazio, this small family owned vineyard 
& winery lies 40 km south of Rome. This is a wine of 
complexity: intense and deeply flavored yet fresh & 
lively on the palate. The wine is full-flavored and smooth 
as silk, this wine has finesse balance & depth. 

What I’m Drinking Now 

Schneider, Cabernet Franc/Petit Verdot, 2005 

Our good friend (and Park Slope neigh- ntlH® 
bor) Bruce Schneider has hit one right KUBCM 
out of the ballpark this time! For years, I've been 
saying that the North Fork of Long Island, with its 
Bordeaux-like temperate climate, produces the finest 
Cabernet Franc wines made in America. This is, sim- 
ply, a beautiful wine, fit for a gracious holiday table. 
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at the Factory Outlet 


photographs, mirrors, original art, or a special poster of a print, 
consider the gift giving and keep-sake possibilities! 


FRAME IT 

IN BROOKLYN 718.788.7404 


767 Third Avenue 

(25th-26th Street) 


www.frameitinbrooklyn.co 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

n 7 am-lOpm weekdays, 9am-lOpm weekends 

Hi 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 
web cams - watcn your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

]2j Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


A Holiday Comedy for the Whole Family! 



December 6-21, 2008 


Tickets by Phone: 212.352.3101 
Tickets Online at www.galleryplayers.com 
Subscriber Reservation Hotline: 718.595.0547 xl 
Adults: $1 8/Seniors and Children 12 & under: $14 

P I 99 14th Street 

) (btwn 4th & 5th Aves.) 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 


BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 

Jex Aieadcan Cuisine 

Reasonable Prices 
„ FREE DELIVERY! 

HyracALi 

u * RESTAURANT 

W 


| Mappy. 3lowt! 12 tvoon to. 6 :CCpm 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


m FREE Apple Diagnostic! 

The Mac Support Store 

Brooklyn's First Apple Authorized Repair Shop! 

S 


Mac and iPod Repair Data Recovery New Macs for sale 
1 68 7 th Street and 3 ,d Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 5 
718-312-8341 

9-6 weekdays, 10-4 Saturday / www.macsupportstore.com 


(j\/p Minuteman Press 

^ The First & Last Step In Printing. 



BROOKLYN 

Ni ghtlife 


Compiled by Chiara V. Cowan 


Brooklyn Nightlife 
options, see our listings at 

BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife 


BAY RIDGE 

The Wicked Monk 


>c. 13: Flashback, B pm, $5, Christ 


Fay Victor 

Lox Lounge 

15 Putnam Ave. at Grand Avenue, (718) • 

Sundays: Revival Reggae Sundays featurin 
Silence, Jase, and Natural Mystik, 9 pm, FR 




Cartoon crooner: New Yorker cartoonist — and part-time country 
crooner — Andy Friedman will be playing Union Hall on Dec. 15. 


PARK SLOPE 

Barbes 


CLINTON HILL 

Parlor Jazz 

119 Vanderbilt Ave. at Myrtle Avenue, (71 
855-1981, www.parlorjazz.com. 

Dec. 13: Ty Stephens and his band Romanta 


DUMBO 

Galapagos Art Space 

16 Main St. at Water Street, (718) 222-8500, 

$20; Dec. 16: Howard Fishman's "We P are 
Destroyed," 8 pm, $20 in advance, $25 day of the 

FORT GREENE 

BAM Cafe 


10 pm, $10 suggested 
gested donation, The Jack Grace Band, 10 pm, $10 
ed donation, Stephane Wrembel 


Union Hall 


WILLIAMSBURG 

Music Hall of 
Williamsburg 

66 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue, (7 18) 486-54 00, 
9 pm, $18 in advance, $20 day of the show; Dec. 

19: Via Audio, Wakey! Wakey!, Project Jenny 
Project Jan, 8 pm, $15 in advance, $15 day of the 




Annual Bell House Holiday Karaoke & Dance 
Party featuring DJ List Christee, Dave Hill, Eugene 
Mirman, and more, 7:30 pm, $9; Dec. 18: Bell plus 


>tar, 7:30 pm, $5 
18: The Raspberry Brothers present "Footli 


GREENPOINT 

Club Europa 

9^Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avenue, ( 

Saturdays: VIP Dance Party, 10 pm, FREE be 
10:30 pm, $15 after 10:30 pm; Tuesdays: Kan 
Night, 8 pm, FREE; Fridays: Sexy Progres: 
Dance party, 10 pm, FREE before 10:30 pm. 


Beat, 10 pm, $10 suggest* 

Southpaw 


TALK TO US.. 


fax at (718) 834-9278. Listings are free « 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 


FUNDRAISER: Mustaches for Kids 

Art Space [16 Main Street at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500]. For info, visit www. 
m4kny.org. 

COMMODORE BARRY CLUB 
DINNER DANCE: Annual social 
and dance. $25 includes dinner. 
9 pm-1 am. St. Patrick's Audi - 
torium [97th Street and Fourth 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-3405]. 

BENEFIT: Fundraiser for New York 
City Coalition for the Homeless. 
$10. 8 pm-midnight. Annabelle's 
[44 Beard St. near Ikea in Red 
Hook, (718) 643-1500]. 
YULETIDE BALL: Brooklyn Kin- 

^alTnn^O^. 

Heights Casino [75 Montague 
St. at Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 623-9803]. 


check-in; 10 am start. Knights 
of Columbus (10th Avenue and 

Wirulisor T^rac^^Fo^^rfa^visit 
jbrw.brooklyn.kintera.org. 

PERFORMANCE 

COLONIAL NUTCRACKER: Tchai- 
kovsky's holiday favorite. $6. 2 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the Per- 
forming Arts at Brooklyn College, 
Whitman Theater [2900 Campus 
Road at Hillel Place in Flatbusn, 
(718)951-4600]. 

TCHAIKOVSKY SHOW: Brooklyn 


FREE LEGAL ADVICE: For adults 

Charles JubileeOlcfirAdult 
Services [55 Pierrepont St. be- 

in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 855- 
0326]. 

BIG BOX REUSE: Julia Christen- 
sen discusses her new book 
America's decline into a land- 
scape of big box stores con- 
nected by hiqhways. 7-9 pm. 
Melville House Bookstore [145 
Plymouth St. at Pearl Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 722-9204]. Free. 
NO CHRISTMAS IN DAFUR: 


se [149 Se 


jnth St. 


Fundn 
Bell He 

Second Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718)643-6510]. 

G SPOT BURLESQUE: $10. 10 
pm. Public Assembly [70 North 
Sixth St. in Williamsburg, (718) 
384-4586]. 

FILM, "FIREMEN'S BALL": 4:30 
nm. 6 pm, 7:45 pm and 9:30 



lyn Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West between 
First ana Second streets in Park 
Slope, (718)768-2972]. 

GABRIEL CABEZA: Gabriel Cabeza 


CHEKHOV FESTIVAL: 11 


Landing, Old Fulton Street at the 
East River, (718) 624-2083]. 

PLAY, "GIVE US BREAD": Politics 
of the 1917 food riots. $10. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Arts Exchange 

in Park Slope e '(718)l32-0018]. 
DANCE, "BAMBOO BLUES": 7:30 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 
THEATER, "A TUNA CHRIST- 
MAS": 8 pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 


Good ink: Cristy Road, cre- 
ator of the comic strip "Bad 
Habits," will participate in 
the talk, "What's Alternative 
about Alternative Comics?" 
on Dec. 17 at the Brooklyn 
Public Library. 



Symphony Orch 


raperforn 


[Montague and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 852- 
0677]. 

POLISH SINGERS: The Jutrzenka 
English^ 6:30 pm. Good Shep- 

i^Bay Ridge, (718) 745-8520] tS 
MESSIAH SING-ALONG: Call for 
time. St. Jacobi Ev. Lutheran 
Church [5406 Fourth Ave. be- 
tween 54th and 55th streets in 
Sunset Park, (718) 439-8978]. 
THEATER, "SPAIN": 2 pm. See 
Sat., Dec. 13. 

HORROR, "PENNY DREADFUL": 

2 pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

PLAY, "THE MAN WHO CAME 

TO DINNER": 3 pm. See Sat., 
Dec. 13. 

DANCE, "BAMBOO BLUES": 3 

pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 
CLASSICAL MUSIC: 4 pm. See 
Sat., Dec. 13. 

THEATER, "A TUNA CHRISTMAS": 

3 pm. See, Sat, Dec. 13. 

OTHER 

GIFTED: Brooklyn Flea hosts a 
holiday gift market. 11 am-6 
pm. Brooklyn Masonic Temple 
(317 Clermont Ave. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene). For info 

SUNDAY READING: "Queer- 
ing Democracy." 11 am-12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Ethical Culture 
Society [53 Prospect Park West 

streets^ Pa?k Sbpe?(718) 768- 
2972]. Free. 

HOLIDAY SALE: Books Plus sale 


enue and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-3953]. 
READING: Author Adam Braver 
reads from "November 22, 


8484]. Free. 

LOCAL FILM, "URBAN VIDEO 
ART": 8 pm. Third Ward [195 

(347^223-5954). Free™ ^ 
WATERCOLOR EXHIBIT: Noon-6 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 
CANDLELIGHT JOURNEY: 4:30 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 


and Hicks streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-0326). Free. 

RECEPTION: 6-9 pm. Chi Con- 
temporary Fine Art Gallery [293 
Grand St. in Williamsburg, [718) 
218-8939). Free. 

SILENT AUCTION: Food, wine, 
live music and good goods. 
7-10 pm. North Flatbush BID 
[254 Flatbush Ave. between 
Prospect Place and St. Marks 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718)783-1685]. 

OBAMA-RAMA: Photographer 
Scout Tufankjian signs her 
book, "Yes We Can: Barack 
Obama's History-Making Presi- 

tween 13th and 14th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 330-9340). 

THEATER, "WE ARE DES- 
TROYED": Original show about 
the Donner Party tragedy. $25. 

8 pm. Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. atWater Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], 

FILM, "FIREMEN'S BALL": 4:30 
pm, 6 pm, 7:45 pm and 9:30 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

DANCE, "BAMBOO BLUES": 1 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 


Historical Society [128 Pi: 
repont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222- 


hurst, (718) 236-0678). 

PERFORMANCE 

MEN'S MUSIC: St. Petersburg 
Men's Ensemble of Russia per- 
forms. 6 pm. Good Shepherd 
Church [7420 Fourth Ave. in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745-8520]. Free. 

DANCE, "THE NUTCRACKER": 
•*•.25, $35. 7 pm. Richard Perry 
‘heater at Poly Prep [Seventh 


Slope, (917) 915-7635]. 
PINCHBOTTOM BURLESQUE: 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 

Park Slope, (718) 638-4440]. 
THEATER, "A TUNA CHRIST- 
MAS": 2 and 8 pm. See Sat., 
Dec. 13. 

DANCE, "BAMBOO BLUES": 7:30 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

PLAY, "THE MAN WHO CAME 
TO DINNER": 8 pm. See Sat., 
Dec. 13. 

PLAY, "GIVE US BREAD": 8 pm. 

See Fri., Dec. 19. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC: "Tri (o/a) 

OTHER 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING: Extra- 
vaganza to benefit St. John's 
Bread and Life. 11 am-7 
pm. Brooklyn Indie Market 

Car rol I ^3 a rd ens^f IS) 6 574- 
0058]. For info visit www. 
brooklynindiemarket.com. 
CRAFT FAIR: 11 am-7 pm. Brook- 
lyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 

streets in Park Slope, (646) 


pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW: 11 am-5 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

CANDLELIGHT JOURNEY: 4:30 


First Night of Chanukah 

PERFORMANCE 

DANCE, "THE NUTCRACKER": 2 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 20. 

THEATER, "A TUNA CHRIST- 
MAS": 3 pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 

CLASSICAL MUSIC: 3 pm. See 
Sat., Dec. 20. 

PLAY, "THE MAN WHO CAME 
TO DINNER": 3 pm. See Sat., 
Dec. 13. 

PLAY, "CONFRONTING CHEK- 
HOV": 4 pm. See Sat., Dec. 20. 

OTHER 

GIFT FAIR: 10 am-5 pm. See 
Thurs., Dec. 18. 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING: 11 am-7 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 20. 

STAND UP FOR HANUKKAH: 


ti - 9 ;r d |i e 


nedy. 
. 7:30 

n. Congregation B'nai Avra- 
im [117 Remsen St. at Henry 
street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 596-4840]. 

BEER TASTING: Jewbelation 12 



DENTISTS 


J GENERAL & COSMETIC 


E ART CLASS: For adults over 
60.1-3 pm. St. Charles Jubi- 
lee Older Adult Services [55 
Pierrepont St. between Henry 
and Hicks streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-0326]. 

JAZZ: Jeff Newell's New-Trad 
Quartet plays. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School [126 St. Felix St., 
at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 625-3789]. 

ALTERNATIVE COMICS TALK: 7 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library's 
Central branch [Grand Army 
Plaza and Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. Free. 

LECTURE ON MISSPENT YOUTH: 
Adult Education presents this 
fun evening of stories. 8 pm. 
Union Hall[702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(917)319-8805]. For info, visit 

PUNCH PUPPETRY: Resident art- 
ist presents a variety of puppet 

ArtSpace [16 Main^t.^Front 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 222- 
8500]. 

FILM, "FIREMEN'S BALL": 4 


CROWNS 


\:\U\ =kri 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


19:30 


, ,_ti, 7:45 pr 

pm. See Sat., Dec. 

DANCE, "BAMBOO BLUES": 1 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 


GIFT FAIR: Holiday crafts and 
more. 11 am-7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pierre- 
pont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222- 
4111]. 

BEER TASTING: Jewbelati 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) 

( 718 ) 622-8020 £ 5 - 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

» Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 


• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
sloped ental.com ■ 76 8-1111 

mmm 


tion Stree 


30 pm, 7:30 pr 
se Sat., Dec. 1 • 


ar Hoyt Street in Carre 


FILM, "FIREMEN'S BALL": 4:30 
pm, 6 pm, 7:45 pm and 9:30 
pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 
THEATER, "A TUNA CHRIST- 
MAS": 8 pm. See Sat., Dec. 13. 




WE CAN GIVE YOU 
A GREAT SMILE! 


PgaJz SlodOve 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 

• Emergency Service 

• Implant Restorations 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Lumineers® Porcelain Veneers 

• \ Hour, In-Office Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 
Adolescent -Adult 

• Financing Available 

• Insurance Plans Welcomed 

www.ParkSlopeFai 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd.Cert.) 

Pediatric Dentistry 
Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hour Phone Service 

789-5700 

TiilyDentistry.com fe] 


LIST Y OUR EVENT... 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks 
notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper. 
com; by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., 
Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free 


BROOKLYN’S PREMIER IMPLANT 
& COSMETIC DENTAL CENTER 
Carrol Gardens Dental Assoc. 
Dr. Richard A. Rosen 

718-834-1446 • 402 Court Street (near 1st Place) 
Monday to Saturday Hours 


CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 834-9350 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 
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Trying to make ‘Census’ of Brooklyn 


DC bean-counters release a treasure 
trove of statistics on changing borough 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

Carroll Gardens is getting whiter! Wil- 
liamsburg is getting smarter! And the 
Park Slope baby boom is real! 

These are just some of the conclusions 


hidden in the cold hard data provided by 
the Census Bureau this week. 

The Bureau’s bean-counters did more 
than just paint the first statistical portrait 
of our neighborhoods since 2004 — their 
latest data can help settle arguments left 


and right. 

Here are four of the census-validated 
trends that are changing the face of Brook- 
lyn (data from the “American Community 
Survey” is complete through 2007): 

— Zeke Faux 


Richer and whiter 

An explosion of cash from 
Park Slope to Red Hook has 
priced out many minority fam- 
ilies, the data show. 

Of all New York’s neighbor- 
hoods, the broad stretch west of 
Prospect Park had the biggest 
jump in median household in- 
come — 23 percent, to $77,784 
— partly because nearly a fifth 
of black and Hispanic families, 
who earn half as much as their 
white counterparts, left during 
the seven-year period. 

The area is now 62 percent 
white, up 13 percent from 2000, 
and the median income of white 
families has grown to nearly 
$92,000 — which perhaps ex- 
plains why upscale restaurants, 
clothing stores and real-estate 
agents have sprung up. 

The biggest changes can be 
felt along Park Slope’s Fifth Av- 
enue and Smith Street in Cob- 
ble Hill and Carroll Gardens, 
where higher-end restaurateurs 
and chi-chi cocktail bars are sup- 
planting bodegas and old-time 
Mom and Pop stores. 

Such a trend actually helps 
drive out poorer residents. 



Whiter: New stats also 
show that Cobble Hill, Park 
Slope and Carroll Gardens 
are getting whiter. 


“The services in the neigh- 
borhood aren’t serving the long- 
time residents anymore,” said 
Theo Moore, of Families United 
for Racial and Economic Equal- 
ity. “Even if you can afford the 
rent, if you can’t afford the su- 
permarket, you have to go . With 
apro-development administration, 
gentrificalion will continue.” 


W’burg book club 

The census didn’t count ironic 
beards or tight pants, but Wil- 
liamsburg and Greenpoint’s hip- 
sterization is symbolized by the 
neighborhoods’ skyrocketing 
population of scholars. 

There are about 80 percent 
more college graduates in the 
area than there were in 2000, 
and Masters degrees and doc- 
torates are up by more than a 
third, to 10 percent of the resi- 
dents. 

Still, Williamsburg-Green- 
point has to do some studying to 
catch up with Park Slope, Car- 
roll Gardens and Cobble Hill, 
where fully 30 percent of resi- 
dents have a Masters degree or 

Bedford Avenue’s Spoonbill 
and Sugartown has had to adapt 
to serve the new breed of book- 
worms. 

The bookseller only stocked 
art and design tomes when it 
opened in 1999, but it’s been 
expanding its selection to sat- 
isfy the largely wealthier and 
more educated new residents, 
according to manager Quentin 




Smarter: Data show more 
people with college and 
Masters degrees in Wil- 
liamsburg and Greenpoint. 


“We wouldn’t ever have 
thought to carry something like 
the new Malcolm Gladwell book 
[“Outliers”] in the past, but now 
people come in asking for it all 
the time, so we carry it,” Rwan 

“Williamsburg is not just all 
people who went to art school 
anymore.” 


It’s a baby boom 

Those double-wide strollers 
blocking Fifth Avenue and Court 
Street are no mirage! The num- 
ber of children under-5 shot up 
35 percent in the area between 
Park Slope and Red Hook. 

That’s a lot of mouths to 

This toddler typhoon comes as 
no surprise to Slopers , who have 
seen parenting group Park Slope 
Parents — founded in 2002 — 
grow to 6,000 members and baby 
stores sprout across the neigh- 
borhood. 

Six of those stores are owned 
by Loretta Gendville, whose 
small business was turned into 
a veritable infant empire by the 
Slope’s ever-growing demand for 
children’s clothing and gifts. 

“It was kind of a fluke,” ex- 
plained Gendville, who owns 
the Area Kids chain. 

“I opened the first when I 
had my daughter [in 2003], It 
was an immediate success, so 
I kept opening more. I ended 
up opening all my stores within 
two years.” 

But there’s a bright for spot for 
the Slope’s beleaguered child- 



More kids: Census numbers 
confirmed the baby boom 
in Carroll Gardens, Cobble 
Hill and Park Slope. 


less residents. 

Gendville thinks the eco- 
nomic downturn might send 
Brooklyn’s mating-minded res- 
idents elsewhere. 

“I’m definitely thinking about 
opening another store. With the 
economy right now, maybe in 
Fort Greene, but it’s expensive 
there, too.” 


Mixing it up 

The white population of Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights andBen- 
sonhurst has dropped slightly, 
but Asian families have been 
flocking to the neighborhoods, 
and the school-age population 
is through the roof. 

Roughly, 19,000 more Asians 
live in the area than in 2000, an 
increase of 34 percent. 

And the number of kids be- 
tween 5 and 18 in Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights has climbed 
14 percent. 

It’s certainly showing up at 
a local school. 

PS 69, at the corner of 63rd 
Street and Ninth Avenue , opened 
just a few years ago to serve a 
rapidly growing Asian neigh- 
borhood. It’s already consider- 
ing building an annex. 

“As soon as PS 69 opened, it 
was at capacity,” said Josephine 
Beckmann, district manager of 
Community Board 10. 

‘ ‘When you have new families, 
you tend to have an increase in 
children and you have to figure 
out how to serve the new pop- 
ulation.” 

To help the new Chinese res- 



More diverse: Bensonhurst 
and Bay Ridge have seen 
big increases in Asians and 
Russians. 


idents, the Brooklyn Chinese- 
American Association has ex- 
panded its services from Sunset 
Park into Bay Ridge, offering 
additional day-care programs 
and opening a senior center. 

So it’s no surprise that the in- 
flux of Asians has turned Ave- 
nue U into the city’s fifth China- 
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Where in the world is Teen Spirit? 


O n Saturday night at 10, 
Smartmom got a call 
from a high school 
friend with a bad case of par- 
ent-of-teen angst. 

Her son, a ninth grader, seems 
to have jumped into the swim- 
ming pool of adolescence re- 
bellion with great abandon. 
Her friend is just hoping he 

To Smartmom it sounded like 
standard-issue teenage problems: 
smoking pot, lying, not getting 
good grades , and going to parties 
at unsupervised apartments. 

Who didn’t do all that stuff 
when he or she was a teenager 
in the 1970s? And who isn’t 
freaked out by it when the teen- 
ager happens to be his or her kid 
in 2008? 

Smartmombarely knew what 
to say . She definitely didn’t have 
any easy answers or sure-fire 
solutions. It’s not like she has 
a parenting column in a local 
newspaper or anything. . . 

Telling her friend to fasten 
her seat belt and get ready for 
a long, bumpy ride probably 
wouldn’t be the most comfort- 


ing thing, but Smartmom ached 
for her friend, who sounded so 

What if he becomes a heroin 
addict? What if he can’t get into 
a good college? What if he ru- 
ins his life? 

Smartmom tried to quell her 
friend’s hysteria. 

“Whoa,” she said. “You’re go- 
ing from 0-60 like an Audi TT. 
Get back in the used Toyota for 
a second. Stay calm. Take it one 

Sure, Smartmom was spew- 
ing meaningless cliches and plat- 
itudes. But what else was she 
going to say — “Yeah, you’re 
right, he’ll probably be smok- 
ing crack by week’s end”? 

Sure, there are plenty of peo- 
ple who would react that way. 
They’d quote the experts, give 
you the name of shrink, sug- 
gest NA or AA. 

Maybe that’s why her friend 
called her. She knew she’d get a 
more laid-back approach. That’s 
not to say that Smartmom isn’t 
realistic: 

“One thing’s for sure, you’re 
going to have to be tough, set 





By Louise Crawford 


limits and accept that your kid 
isn’t going to like you very much 
for the next few years,” she told 
her friend. 

“He already hates me,” she 
laughed. “I’m used to that.” 

But Smartmom knows that 
these kind of problems are noth- 
ing to laugh at. Smartmom re- 
membered how scary it was 


back when Teen 
Spirit was in 
ninth grade. Her 
fears and antic- 
ipatory anxiety 
ran rampant. 

Turns out, she 
didn’t have too 
much to worry 
about. He was in 
a prep school in 
Bay Ridge and 
wasn’t doing 
anything too terrible. 

Still, the anxiety percolated: 
Is he drinking? Doing drugs? 
Sex? Running around the city? 
Will he get hurt? 

As Smartmom listened to her 
friend talk about all the drugs 
and sex at various public and pri- 
vate schools, she realized that 
she really doesn’t know what’s 


going on with her very own Teen 
Spirit. 

At 17, he’s a very independent 
soul. Often, Smartmom has only 
the vaguest idea where he is. 

It’s a terrible feeling. How 
can she protect him from the 
problems if he barely wants to 
talk, let alone take her advice? 
And the hardest part is discern- 
ing whether your kid is going 
through a phase or if he or she is 
settling into a life of substance 
abuse, slackerdom, a career as 
an artist, or worse (worse than 
a career as an artist? Scary!). 

Smartmom and her friend 
talked about the kids they knew 
in high school who were big drug 
users. One guy actually did be- 
come a heroin addict and died 
a few years ago. 

But another guy, who dropped 


Welcome back, Kaplan 



BROOKLYN FREE SPACE 

a cooperative preschool since 1 978 
Invites you to an 

OPEN HOUSE 

for the 2009-201 0 school year 
On Thursday, January 8th, 7 - 9pm 

Located at 298 6th Avenue between 
2nd and 3rd Streets 

Meet our teachers, talk with parents, and learn about our 
educational pnilosophy and activities. 

No need to reserve a space for this event. 

Just show up! 
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I f there is a more challeng- 
ing artist working the seamy 
birthday party and Park 
Slope Parents hootenanny cir- 
cuit than Randy Kaplan , I have 
not met his acquaintance. 

Kaplan’s great gift for kid- 
centric blues-rock was on dis- 
play yet again at Park Slope’s 
Southpaw during a happy hour 
gig on Sunday afternoon (it was 
happy hour for the adults; the 
target audience limited itself to 
sippy cups and jukeboxes). 

I found myself, as always , un- 
able to adequately praise Kaplan, 
who, in just a few years, he has 
established himself as the pre- 
miere act on the circuit. 

Where other saccharine-set 
stars sing about space ships 
and moon-shaped pizzas .Kap- 
lan plumbs the truth of today’s 
childhood experience. He sings 
of roaches scurrying behind your 
walls. He sings of mosquitoes. 
He sings of having the blues (al- 
beit for grape juice). 

Kaplan is a modern-day Lead- 
belly crossed with just enough 
Laurie Berkner to maintain the 
childish merriment. 

Indeed, one of his biggest 
sing-along numbers is his pre- 
teen version of “You Can’t Al- 
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By Thurston Dooley III 



for pancakes and Hal- 
loween candy. The kids 
in the audience mustre- 
late , because the num- 
ber neverfails to inspire 
the 6-year-olds to sing 
along. If you can get 
50 6-year-olds to sing 
“You Can’t Always Get 
What You Want” the treats they 
crave, you know you’re hitting 
kids where they live. 

Kaplan may never become 
a kids music ambassador like 
the lovable Dan Zanes. And he 
won’t sell records like the Wig- 
' :e of 

“ Where other singers pull out 

4 “This Land is Your Land,” Ka- 
t plan is more likely to sing about 
| a shark slithering up though the 
sewer system and demanding, 
“Shampoo me!” 

Where other songwriters limit 
their lyrics to circuses or taxi 
rides, Kaplan has a new song in 
which he bemoans an unruly cal 
because its claws are to close to 
a “Chagall lithograph I inher- 
ited from my grandma.” 

We all know such animals. 
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A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Optimal educational equipment U S P acious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Randy Kaplan, entertained 
kids at Park Slope's South- 
paw on Sunday. 

ways Get What You Want.” In 
Kaplan’s version, the “want” is 
no Jagger-esque masculine long- but only Randy Kaplan writes 
ing,but ajust-as-passionate wish about them. 

MACS IPODS REPAIRS 
AUDIO VIDEO COMPUTER 
DJ MUSICIAN SUPPLIES 
HOME THEATER CABLES 
CD-R DVD-R INK PAPERS 


acid hundreds of times in high 
school and college, is a lawyer 
who lives in Westchester with 
two kids in college. 

So you never know. 

S martmom and Hepcat 
weren’t druggie teens (a 
little here, a little there), so 
they’ve taken a wait-and-see ap- 
proach. Frankly, they don’ t know 
if their son has ever tried the 
stuff. Maybe they’re in denial, 
maybe they’re just dumb. 

As they talked on Saturday 
night, Smartmom heard her 
friend negotiating with her son . 
He had a friend over and they 
wanted to get some air. She let 
him go out, but she told him to 
stand on the street where she 
could watch him from their 
eighth-floor window. 

Control. Orthe illusion of con- 
trol. That’s what it’s all about. You 
can ground them, spy on them, 
and drug test them, but you’re just 
putting off the inevitable: the time 
when you have no control over 
your children at all. And that’s 
the hardest thing of all. 

You hope you’ve encouraged 
them to be smart, cautious and 
totally in sync with everything 
you care about. But who knows 
if it takes? 

Indeed, even as Smartmom 
was encouraging her friend to 
keep an eye on her boy, she her- 
self didn’t have a clue where Teen 
Spirit was . Probably some club 
in Bushwick. 

She told her there’s no shame in 
calling him every half-hour even 
if she herself hadn’t communi- 
cated with Teen Spirit in hours. 

Every day that you keep a 
good eye on your kids, you’re 
one day closer to the day when 
they’ll have more sense and ma- 
turity (one hopes). And one day 
closer to the day when you’ll 
have less control. 

Smartmom can hardly wait. 


Rico the Clown 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 

Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 l 
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He's a good man: The Pig Brooch Theatre Company 
will present "A Charlie Brown Christmas," live on- 
stage at the Brooklyn Lyceum on Dec. 19-21. 


SATURDAY, DEC 13 

10 am-3:30 pm: Winter crafts 
fair — with Santa (not his real 
name). Free. Camp Friendship 
[339 Eighth Street between FH 
and Sixth avenues in Park Slop 
(718) 965-3695]. 
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951-4500]. 

3 pm: "A Brooklyn Nutcr 
See Sat., Dec. 13. 


Cinemas (265 Court St. at Butler 
Street in Cobble Hill). Call (718) 
624-3748 for info. Visit www. 
bigmoviesforlittlekids.blogspot. 


(718) 638-5000]. 

Noon and 3 pm: Arts, crafts 
and songs with Rachel Trachten- 
burg. $30 per family or $15 per 
person, $7 kids. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main Street at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500]. 

Noon-3 pm: Have a few words 
with Santa and get a gift. We- 
ichert Realtors [1707 86th St. in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 232-1004]. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Hansel 
and Gretel." Puppetworks (338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope). $7. Call (718) 965- 
3391 for info. 

2 pm: Holiday show. $10. South 
Oxford Space [138 South Oxford 
St. in Fort Greene, (718) 503- 
4763]. 

5 pm: "A Brooklyn Nutcracker." 
Tickets without reception: 

$20, $10 kids. Call for info on 
reception. Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse [126 St. Felix 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638-5660]. 

SUNDAY, DEC 14 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Hansel 
and Gretel "See Sat, Dec. 13. 

2 pm: Holiday favorite: "The Co- 
lonial Nutcracker." $6. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts, 
Whitman Theater at Brooklyn 


=latbush,(718) Dec.; 


TUESDAY, DEC 16 

11 am: Sing-along. The Moxie 
Spot (81 Atlantic Ave., at Hicks 
Street in Brooklyn Heights). Free. 
Call (718) 923-9710for info. 

FRIDAY, DEC 19 

7 pm: "A Charlie Brown Christ- 
mas." $10. 7 pm. Brooklyn Ly- 
ceum [227 Fourth Ave. between 

Park Slope, (646) 306-1655]. 

SATURDAY, DEC 20 

4 pm: "Peter and the Wolf," 
"Siegfried Idyll" and "LArlesienne 
Suite No. 1." $10. 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. between 

Park Slope, (866) 469-2687], For 
info visit www.bropera.org. 

cllsTsee^at P De'c. r i3 mak ' n9 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Hansel 
and Gretel." See Sat., Dec. 13. 

2 pm and 7 pm: The Charlie 
Brown Christmas. See Fri, Dec. 19. 

SUNDAY, DEC 21 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Hansel 
and Gretel." See Sat., Dec. 13. 

2 pm and 7 pm: The Charlie 
Brown Christmas. See Fri., Dec. 19. 
4 pm: "Peter and the Wolf" and 
. 4 pm. See Sat., 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Yes to Dock St. project 


D avid Walentas, who almost single- 
handedly converted a waterfront ware- 
house district beneath the Manhat- 
tan and Brooklyn bridges into a thriving 
neighborhood of art studios, craftspeople, 
Mom-and-Pop stores and residents, wants 
to continue the momentum by building a 
365-unit residential building on empty land 
along Dock Street in DUMBO. 

The project is under intense fire from 
Councilman David Yassky and a commu- 
nity group from outside the neighborhood 
because the structure includes an 18-story 
wing that the opponents say will block views 
of the iconic Brooklyn Bridge. 

These critics are wrong. 

In 2004, Walentas proposed a much-dif- 
ferent project on the same site, a building 
whose bulk was positioned right alongside 
the bridge and would indeed have dimin- 
ished many views of the span. 

But the current version of the project has 


not only solved that problem, but added in 
new public benefits that make it worthy of 
city approval. 

For one thing, Walentas has promised 
to set aside space in the new building for 
a public middle school — a commitment 
that would save the city close to $50 mil- 
lion in school construction costs (and an un- 
quantifiable amount of construction head- 

In addition, the project now earmarks 65 
units at below-market-rate prices, a bid to 
add some diversity to the increasingly ho- 
mogeneous DUMBO community. 

And Walentas has vowed that the new 
building would be a “green” one certified 
by Leadership in Energy and Environ- 
mental Design, a respected environmen- 
tal group. 

As a result, the new Dock Street project 
is a victory for the DUMBO community. 

It is also an important win for a much 
broader community: all New Yorkers who 


rely on strong public oversight of the devel- 
opment process to ensure that their neigh- 
borhoods don’t become blank canvases for 
builders whose only goal is profits. 

Walentas needs a zoning change to make 
his Dock Street dream a reality. 

That requirement allowed community 
leaders and elected officials to pick apart the 
original project, a process that revealed its 
flaws and prevented it from being built. 

Such public review was entirely lacking 
at Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards, where a 
cursory environmental impact review found 
serious flaws, yet because no approval was 
needed by a local agency or elected official, 
the flaws were never corrected. 

On Dock Street, however, the system 
worked: A flawed project was rejected, 
and the developer went back to the draw- 
ing board and returned with a better design 
that includes substantial public benefits. 

That’s why Walentas’s Dock Street proj- 
ect has our support. 
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FIVE YEARS LATER, YARDS STUCK 


Continued from page 1 

time and see what our next steps 

Evaluate the market? How did 
this done deal come so undone? 

The project was certainly greeted 
with oohing and ahhing from some 
community leaders, elected officials 
and, yes, most of the city’s press 
corps on Dec. 10, 2003, when Rat- 
ner and Gehry made their first pre- 
sentation of their still-unfinished 
design at Borough Hall. At the time, 
Ratner said that the arena — then 
priced at $396-million — would 
be built with private money. 

Borough President Markowitz 
immediately positioned himself 
as the principal cheerleader of a 
project that he said would be “a 
win-win for the community [and] 
Brooklyn.” But the arena’s cost has 
ballooned to close to $1 billion — 
all of it fronted by the public. And 
Markowitz’s reputation took a blow 
when it was revealed that charities 
he controls had received at least 
$400,000 in corporate contribu- 
tions from Forest City Ratner. 

Atthis point, the largerproject — 
all those Gehry towers, the prom- 
ised seven acres of publicly accessi- 
ble open space,6, 800 units ofhousing 
(2,250 of them below-market rate), 
and construction jobs, as well as the 
Nets arena — is stalled. 

Readers of The Brooklyn Paper 
saw it coming years ago. Here’s 

No public review 

Project opponents charge that the 
Original Sin of Atlantic Yards was 
a decision by the Empire State De- 
velopment Corporation — a state 
agency that had the Bloomberg Ad- 
ministration’s blessing — to allow 
Ratner to proceed without the rigor- 
ous public review required of other 
developers who seek even the small- 
est land-use change from the city. 

As a result, critics say.the proj- 
ect was never reviewed in the same 
way that independently driven proj- 
ects are looked at, and many red 
flags weren’t caught as a result. 

The developer did admit to many 
potential flaws in its draft Environ- 
mental Impact Statement, but be- 
cause there was no real public re- 
view, there was no accountability 
for fixing them. 

As the statement indicates, the 



of the Atlantic Yards footprint, taken by the Municipal Arts Society earlier this year. 



Revised renderings of the Atlantic Yards project from May reveal 
a trimmed-down "Miss Brooklyn" tower and an arena design 
that is similar to architect Frank Gehry's Walt Disney Concert 
Hall in Los Angeles. At present, only the arena and residential 
tower behind it are being disussed. 


huge influx ofhousing would have 
created the densest census tract in 
the country, which would put a sig- 
nificant strain on the public school 
system, already-choked intersec- 
tions, aging sewers and the city’s ex- 
isting police and fire protection. 

Ratner did sign a “Community 
Benefits Agreement” with six com- 
munity groups in 2004, but closer 
inspection revealed that several of 
the groups did not even exist prior 
to signing the contract with Ratner. 
Worse, the deal made specific un- 
enforceable promises and barred 
the groups from saying anything 
critical about the project. 

So it was only fitting that last 
December, when departing Dep- 
uty Mayor Dan Doctoroff was leav- 
ing office, he said that if the city 
could do the project all over again, 
it would have demanded a proper 
public review. 

Towers of lies 

Ratner may have only himself to 
blame for his predicament, given 
that so many promises — prom- 
ises that gave cover to the elected 
officials who originally backed the 
project — have turned out to be 
hollow. 

After years of pie-in-the-sky pro- 
jections, state officials admitted in 


December, 2006, that the project 
would only create $15.7 million in 
tax revenues every year for the city 
and state — nearly $5 billion less 
over 30 years than project boost- 
ers initially promised. 

A 52,000-square-foot “public” 
park atop the arena, which would 
have been a track in summer and 
ice-skating rink in winter, turned 
out to be a private space. 

That 10-year construction time- 
line? In March 2007, Ratner re- 
vealed that the full project would 
not be done until at least 2022, de- 
spite officials once saying it could 
be done by 2012. 

A year later, in March 2008, Rat- 
ner finally admitted that his mega- 
project was doomed. At that time, 
he unveiled an altered version that 
consisted of little more than the 
arena and two scaled-back resi- 
dential buildings. 

Lawuits 

Opponents of Atlantic Yards say 
that the project might have avoided 
lawsuits entirely had it gone through 
a rigorous public review. 

Absent that review, a group called 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 
emerged as the principal opposi- 
tion group. The group has filed four 
main lawsuits against the state and 


developer since the project started. 
Forest City Ratner has said recently 
that it will not continue work un- 
til litigation is wrapped up, which 
will be well into 2009. 

The first suit , filed in January 2006 
in state Supreme Court.chargedthat 
the state wrongfully approved the 
demolition of six buildings within 
the project’s footprint. 

A second suit, filed in April 2007 
against the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation, charged that 


state officials approved the proj- 
ect without fully considering its 
environmental impacts. A Man- 
hattan supreme court judge ruled 
in favor of the state this January, 
but the plaintiffs have appealed. 

The U.S . Supreme Court decided 
not to hear a third case on the state’s 
use eminent domain power to trans- 
fer privately owned land to a private 
developer, but the case was refiled 
in state court, where DDDB lawyers 
say they have found a “silver bul- 


let” to kill the project: a clause in 
the state Constitution that bars public 
money from underwriting any urban 
renewal project unless the housing 
created by the project is “restricted 
to persons of low income.” A hear- 
ing is set for January. 

The downturn 

As part of his sweetheart deal to 
control the Vanderbilt Yards, Rat- 
ner must renovate the yards so that 
they can still function even with an 
arena on top of them. That work 
began in February 2007, but last 
week, it abruptly stopped. Ratner 
says it’s because the first phase of 
the work has been completed. Oth- 

Develop Don’t Destroy spokes- 
man Daniel Goldstein said the work 
stoppage is a delay tactic. 

“No one knows how long the 
economy is going to stay this way, 
and we can’t let Ratner tread wa- 
ter on our land forever,” Goldstein 
said on Wednesday. “If it’s up to 
Ratner, they’ll wait as long as they 
can. But it’s time for the governor 
to rescue the community from what 
is turning into a disaster.” 

Visit BrooklynPaper.com to 
see an online version of this story 
filled with comprehensive links to 
our prior coverage and historic 
photos. 



Mayor Bloomberg, then-Gov. Pataki, Bruce Ratner, Sen. Charles 
Schumer, Vinny Viola, and hip-hop artist Jay-Z were all smiles 
when Ratner announced his investment team's successful bid 
to buy the Nets in 2004. 


‘Green’mob 
hopes to 
inspire store 

By Evan Gardner 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

An environmental group has targetedaPark 
Slope hardware store for not being “green” 
enough — but don’t expect a boycott. 

In fact, the group is doing just the oppo- 
site. 

On Sunday, Dec. 14, Carrotmob NYC, a 
local incarnation of a San Francisco-based 
group, will hold a three-hour “reverse-boy- 
cott” at Tarzian Hardware in hopes of rais- 
ing money so that the store can become more 
energy efficient. 

“Reverse-boycott”? 

Here’s the idea: By using the “carrot” of 
consumer purchasing power instead of the 
“stick” of boycotts or protests, Carrotmob 
promises to bring in a mob of shoppers in ex- 
change for a commitment to use that money 
towards a green end, in this case, a commit- 
ment from Tarzian to install energy-efficient 
lightbulbs and a cleaner heating system. 

“The goal is to inspire businesses to be- 
come more environmentally friendly,” said 
Alyssa Koob, who represents Carrotmob’s 
New York City chapter. “Businesses will 
do anything for money. On the other hand, 
boycotting them doesn’t really help [make 
them become greener].” 

John Ciferni, who owns the Seventh Av- 
enue store, said he expects to “double our 
revenue [that day]. 

At first, Ciferni admitted he was a bit con- 
fused when the Carrotmob approached him 
one month ago. 

“I had never heard of anything like this 
before,” said Ciferni. “At first I didn’t know 
what to expect, but now it really seems like 
a win-win kind of thing.” 

Ciferni is even planning to go above and 
beyond the green improvements that Car- 
rotmob has suggested. 

“If we have some money left over. I’d like 
to use it to start a neighborhood recycling 
program,” said Ciferni. “The energy-saving 
light bulbs [we plan to install] have mercury 
in them, and people just throw them away. 
There aren’t a lot of places that recycle them, 
because it’s too expensive.” 

Carrotmob began six months ago, and the 
group’s story was soon picked up by Cur- 
rentTV, a network founded by former vice 
president A1 Gore. It has since organized 
similar events in Atlanta, Kansas City, and 
Bristol, England. 

Tarzian Hardware [193 Seventh Ave., 
between Second and Third streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-4120], 



PIZZA... 


Continued from page 1 

back in criminal court on Jan. 26 and it’s unclear if his lawyer will instruct 
him to adopt a rope-a-dope style of defense, like the prizefighter who shares 
his name, or do something the ex-champ never did — take a dive. 

Meanwhile, the rental building’s owner where Ali was filmed scratch- 
ing his alter ego in the elevator is still pressing for $3,200 in damages 
from the Papa John’s branch on Livingston Street where the delivery- 
man worked. 

Some lawyers say that a judge is unlikely to hold the franchise owner re- 
sponsible for his former deliveryman’s alleged misconduct, but the landlord 
says he’s been advised that his complaint will hold up in court. 

“Papa John’s hired him, he was their agent,” said Michael Cantor, 
the owner. 



FABULOUS 


"Real World: Brooklyn" i 
ber Devyn Simone. 


FOSSELLA... 


Continued from page 1 
is] the beginning of the process 
. . . which is a right to a trial by 
jury,” he told the Staten Island 
Advance. 

Fossella, in Congress since 
a 1997 special election, was 
convicted on Oct. 17 for drunk 
driving stemming from a May 
1 binge that started with a few 
glasses of wine, led to ill-ad- 


vised excursion to his mistress’s 
house andhis eventual arrest af- 
ter going through a stop light. 

The arresting officer testi- 
fied in court that Fossella was 
so loaded that he could not re- 
cite the alphabet. The cop told 
the legislator to begin with the 
letter “D,” and Fossella forgot 
popular letters “G” and “N” in 
the test. 


The arrest was one thing, but 
Fossella made another crucial 
error with his one phone call at 
the precinct: he called his mis- 
tress to bail him out. 

Once reporters discovered 
that nugget, it wasn't long be- 
fore the full truth was revealed: 
that Fossella also had a daugh- 
ter with the mistress, a revela- 
tion that ended his political ca- 
reer. Fossella decided to not seek 
re-election when amid the con- 
suming scandal. 

In Monday’s hearing, Fos- 


sella’s legal team tried to con- 
vince the judge to go easy on 
the five-full-term congressman, 
claiming the Breathalyzer test 
malfunctioned. But their star 
witness, a toxicologist, failed 
to show up in court to dispute 
the Virginia police blood alco- 
hol reading of .17. 

Fossella had spent that day 
hobnobbing at the White House, 
where the Super Bowl champion 
New York Giants were toasted, 
and then carousing out on the 
town, according to various press 


accounts shortly after the arrest 
made front-page news. 

Democrats seized the golden 
opportunity to reclaim the only 
Republican seat in the city — 
and Councilman Mike McMa- 
hon (D-Staten Island) soundly 
thrashed GOP nominee. Bob 
Straniere in November. 

There is talk that Fossella 
will try to revive his political 
fortunes with a run in 2010, but 
constituents indicated that such 
a run would be foolhardy for the 
family values pol. 


“I feel the same way about 
athletes as I do about politicians 
— you’re supposed to set an ex- 
ample and that’s no example,” 
said Barbara Light, a Bay Ridge 
activist who said she has voted 
for Fossella in some elections. 

Others said his criminal re- 
cord would tarnish an otherwise 
positive record of service. 

“I can’t condone drunk driv- 
ing,” said Eileen Sacco, presi- 
dent of the 68th Precinct Com- 
munity Council. “No one should 
drive drunk.” 


Continued from page 1 
press a backstage tour of the 
house at the end of Pier 41 in 
Red Hook. And while the set- 
ting could initially make any 
loft-loving Brooklynite drool, 
closer inspection revealed a 
house that is more movie set 
than crash pad. 

Very few of the walls go up 
to the ceiling, and there are big 
box set lights affixed to the 
ceilings. The “bathroom” is 
more like a tiled space in the 
corner of the house, with three 
fog-free, clear glass shower 
stalls and an open sink area. 

The only doors are on the 
toilets, but, as one cast mem- 
ber said, the walls “are like 
cardboard” (and then giggled, 
with a knowing smile). 

MTV has its work cut out by 
the time “Real World: Brook- 
lyn” airs in January if it wants 
to make its current season look 
as catty as seasons past. 

In earlier years, cast mem- 
bers have wasted away their 
nights drinking in the house, 
making out in the hot tub and 


OBAMA... 


Continued from page 1 
agreed to talk to this reporter be- 
cause, one can only assume, this re- 
porter called him and asked. 

Here’s how it went down: Like a 
proto-reality show, all of the hopefuls 
gathered in a room while their jury 
— the 60 or so Law Review writers 
and editors — winnowed the field one 
by one over the course of the day. 


“It was somewhat absurd,” Gold- 
berg recalled, “because 19 people 
wanted the job out of 35 potential 
candidates. There was certainly no 
shortage of ego or ambition in the 

Eventually, just two men were stand- 
ing: Obama and Goldberg. And both 
waited in a room together, perhaps 
unaware (or perhaps all too aware) 


that this election would change his- 

“Now it can be told: We drank 
a shot of vodka and waited for the 
vote,” Goldberg said. “But there wasn’t 
much tension, partly because we were 
friends, but mostly because I had no 
realistic chance against Barack. I am 
quite confident that the final vote was 
extremely lopsided. Barack was a very 
compelling candidate, as he proved to 
be for president. He was just as im- 
pressive a character then as now.” 

Goldberg had no time to sulk, ei- 


ther, as Obama tapped him to be ar- 
ticles editor. Goldberg got his dream 
of reading law journal articles for 40 
hours a week while Obama got the 
headache of overseeing every phase of 
the 300-page monthly publication. 

In other words, perfect preparation 
for becoming president, right coun- 
selor? 

“Not at all,” Goldberg said. “There’s 
no way in which it’s preparation for 
being president. But watching Ba- 
rack did show me what a great man- 
ager and leader he was. Think about 


how absurd a law review is : you have 
second-year law students editing sub- 
missions by world-renowned Harvard 
law professors. There’s a lot of di- 
plomacy there. And the head of the 
publication has to motivate people 
to work long hours and come back 
early from summer vacations. 

“I didn’t think he would become 
president, but he showed a leadership 
and management of people — peo- 
ple with strong egos, huge amounts 
of arrogance, and some ideological 
diversity.” 


Obama must have done a good job; 
nearly 20 years later, Goldberg still 
considers himself a friend, has oc- 
casionally been an adviser, and re- 
mains a dedicated campaign contrib- 

That’s a lot more support than 
Goldberg has given to the other po- 
litical rival that vanquished him in 
a bitter ninth-grade student council 
election. 

It soured him on politics for years 
— until,thatis,amannamedBarack 
Obama beat the pants off him. 


partaking in other general tom- 
foolery and mayhem. But not 
this time, apparently. 

“In past seasons, the cast 
was drinking and partying. We 
were playing cards,” said one 
castmate, Sarah Rice, laugh- 

teresting than that!” 

In interviews.each castmate 
seemed polite and strangely nor- 
mal. They played the video 
game RockBand together, and 
shot pool. When they did go out, 
they mostly went to Gaphattan 
(is this just “Real World: New 
York” that just happens to have 
a Brooklyn crib?) 

Not for Kately nn Cusanelli, 
24, the series’ first transgen- 
dered female. 

“I fell in love and hung out a 
lot in Paric Slope, RedHook and 
Williamsburg,” she said, add- 
ing that she talked to old Red 
Hookers about the area before 
gentrifiers (or, um, the “Real 
World” cast, moved in. 

This season, the housemates 
pursue their own projects, a for- 
mat that alleviated potential 
melodrama, said J.D., 22. 

“It gave us space alone and 
meant we could get along,” 
he explained. But the group 
did involved with everybody 
else’s life, going to each oth- 
er’s open mic nights or prac- 
ticing dance moves. 

And the cameras were there, 
always rolling. 

“It was kind of flattering,” 
admitted the hipster Mormon, 
Chet Cannon, 23. 

But will it amount for good 
TV? That remains to be seen. 

"The Real World: Brook- 
lyn" premieres on MTV on 
Wednesday, Jan. 7 at 10 pm. 
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94TH PRECINCT 


Creenpoint-Williamsburg 

Bottomless break 

Cops nabbed a pantless perp 
suspected of breaking into a King- 
sland Avenue apartment build- 
ing on Dec. 3. 

The half-naked hoodlum got 
into the building, which is near 
the corner of Richardson Street, 
between 7:40 and 8:10 am. Once 
inside, the bare lawbreaker tried to 
push his way into a second-floor 
apartment — where a female res- 
ident didn’t take kindly to his in- 
decency. 

The woman double-bolted the 
door and called the cops, who 
nabbed ahalf-naked 32-year-old 
in the building’s basement. 

Senior slugged 

Cops locked up a 42-year- 
old suspected of pummeling 
a 70-year-old in front of his 
McGuinness Boulevard home 
on Dec. 1. 

The pugilist confronted the vic- 
tim at around 7 am and smacked 
him in the back of the head with 
a closed fist , knocking him to the 
ground. 

Fortunately, the victim’s son 
heard the assault from within the 
home, which is between Mese- 
role Avenue and Calyer Street, 
and dashed outside to pull the 
suspected thug off the senior. 

Police said the suspect was 
carrying a box cutter and a 
switchblade. 

Bag snag 

A crook snatched a 24-year- 
old woman’s purse at the cor- 
ner of Metropolitan and Graham 
avenues on Dec. 1, yanking the 
handbag from the woman’s arm 
at around 2 am. 

— Ben Muessig 


77TH PRECINCT 


Prospect Heights 

Just a bump 

A crazy driver smashed a se- 
dan on Dec. 7, then left Atlantic 
Avenue strewn with parts. 

After parking at the corner of 
Grand Avenue at 8 am, the owner 
returned to his 1999 Altima at 
6 pm and found the left fender 
smashed in and white pieces of 
trim all around. 

Weak effort 

An inept thief tried to steal a 
Chrysler on Park Place on Dec. 
4, but the crook gave up after 
smashing the car’s interior. 

The owner of the 2004 Paci- 
fica parked in front of her house, 
between Carlton and Vanderbilt 
avenues, at 7 pm, and came back 
12 hours later to find the steering 
column broken and the ignition 
switch damaged beyond repair. 

Death dance 

A vicious gunman threatened 
to kill a teenager on his way to 
dance practice on St. Johns Place 
on Dec. 6. The robber stopped 
the 15-year-old at the corner of 
St. Charles Place at 1 :50 pm, then 
pointed a black handgun at his 
head and said, “Give me every- 
thing in your pocket.” 

As the dancer fumbled , the thug 
yelled, “Hurry up! You don’t want 
me to pull the trigger.” Luckily, $14 
was enough to satisfy the crook. 

Gun menace? 

A scary young thug acted like 
he was going to pull a gun on a 
man on Dec. 3, then chased the 
victim down Eastern Parkway. 

The hoodlum accosted the 
37-year-old at Washington Ave- 
nue at 12:30 am and acted as if 
he had a gun. The victim said he 
knew the perp. — Zeke Faux 


EMPLOYMENT 

FOR SALE 

HELP WANTED 

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


Real Estate Sales 

AGENT WANTED 

Join Urban Living's 
Park Slope Location 
Looking for enthusiastic and motivated 
person; 2nd language a plus. 

Fax resume: (212) 202-4300 
or email: BG@urbanliving.net 


Telemarketer, P/T 

Busy Printing Company in 
Greenpoint 

Flex Hours During 9-5, M-F. 
Exp a plus. Salary & Comm. 

Call Larry 

(718) 349-221 6 w 8 


APT SALE: 

78 Saint Marks Ave #4B, 
Sunday, Dec 14, 1-5pm. 
Cash & carry. As is. L48 


You’re 

Reading This. 

So will your customers. 

call (718) 834-9350 
To advertise in classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Continued from back page 

SELF STORAGE 

HALL STREET 


SELF STORAGE 



New York's first & only GREEN storage 

We buy 100% certified renewable energy 


2 MONTHS 


With mention of this ad • Call for details 


WE SELL BOXES 



1-71 8-CUT-TREE 


TREE SERVICE II TREE SERVICE 


EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 


Clearview Tree & Land 


Tree Pruning & Trimming 


Tree removal 
Pruning 
Trimming 
Stump Removal 
Yard Clean Up 
24 Hour Emergency Service 
Rubbish Removal 
Free Estimates 
All 5 Boros 

CallCarlos: 71 8-775-2243 

www.evergreentreeshrubinc.com 


Yard Clean-ups • Free Estimates 
24 Hour Emergency Service 
Commercial & Residential 

888.808.4777 L32 o 3 


More Home 
Improvement 
on page 16 


REAL ESTATE 



List Your Rental or 
Sale Apartments 
at No Cost 


LICENSED REAL-ESTATE BROKER 

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents 

Sarnia (718) 788-0178 


Bar/Restaurant for Rent 

1500 sq. ft. Prime Brooklyn Heights 
location on Atlantic Ave. Existing 
full-service bar; available now. 

Brick Real Estate 
347-645-1333 
www.brickbronklyn.com 


Sunset Park 

Beautiful Furnished 
Room for Rent 
in Private House. 

Share kitchen & bath. Non-smoking, 
working male preferred. 

(718) 438-0816 


Brooklyn Paper Classifieds 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

1,500-2,000 sq. ft. 

Hardwood floors, 
large, open space, 
plenty of natural light. 
Call Theresa or Ivy 

(718) 852-0051 


HOUSES FOR SALE, NJ 


OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday Dec 7, 1-4pm 
51 Bnnnie Drive, Manalapan NJ 


SKI RESORT RENTAL 


Killington Vermont 
Grand Resort 

1 Bedroom with Large Heated 
Outdoor Pool Available 
Dec 12th - Dec 19th 
$ 1250.00 

For More Details Call 

718 646 4540 l 4 v 


AGENTS AND BROKERS 


Corcoran’s 2006 Brooklyn 
Rookie of the Year 

“Philip — Thanks for the fantastic job you did from 
start to finish in selling our townhouse. We are so 
th the job and service you provided for us 
e whole process . " — Sharon & Ken 

I Philip Henn, Senior Associate Broker 
124 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
phone: 718-923-8013, cell: 917-602-8416 
email: phenn@corcoran.com 


JVLSt 


BROOKLYN’S OLDEST 
CO-OPERATIVE 


A 


IN DOWNTOWN 
BROOKLYN! 


► 5 Spacious Fireproof Buildings 
► Upgraded Studios, 1, 2, & 3 BR Apartments Available 
► Only 4 Apartments on Each Floor; All Corners 
• Self Service Elevators & Laundry Facilities in Each Building 
► Large Walk-in Closets 
► Wide Area for Trees & Playgrounds 
► Close to Schools, Shopping, & Businesses 

► A MUST SEE! 


KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 

phene 718.875.9225 fax 718.875.5144 

www.Kingsviewlnc.com 


NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• 29 Minutes to NY Penn Station 

• Theaters, galleries, performing arts center 

• A community where everyone is welcome! 

• Gourmet restaurants and shopping 

• Cosmopolitan living in suburban setting 
www.twotowns.org • 1-800-256-7329 
for a free information kit or tour. 

Sponsored by the Community Coalition. 
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Specioliring in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 

1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

4% ON^PexIu^LIST.Ng! 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

(between St. Marks & Prospect PI.) 

(718) 230-7560 - (718) 230-7563 FAX 

Email: Info@EiadiaRealty.com 



PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 


ATTORNEYS 1 

■ 

1 

ICATIONS 
TRATIONS 
T REVIEW 
is and work 


The Law Firm of Anthony Verna 

14 Wall Street, 20’ 1 ' Floor - New York, NY 


ATTORNEYS 


INJURED? 

• Medical Malpractice 
•Car Accidents 
•Trip and Fall Accidents 
•Construction Accidents 
• All Other Types of Accidents 

•FREE CONSULTATION* 



GET NOTICED 

CaM: 718.834.9350 


1-888-MD-FAULT 
Daniel P.Miklos, ESQ. 

Ill Uvingston St. Ste. 110, Brooklyn, NY 11201 


BEST SHIPPING RATES 

UPS - FEDEX - USPS 

Internet Access • Notary 
Faxing • Mailbox Rental 
Scanning • Passport Photos 
Instant Digital Photo Printing 

SHIPPERS EXPRESS 

41 Schermerhorn St. @ Court St. 






you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. The Attorney for Plaintiff has an office for business 



SEPTEMBER, 2008, and filed with the Complaint in the Office of the KINGS County Clerk, in the City of 
Brooklyn. The object of this action is to foreclose a mortgage upon the premises described below, executed 


recorded at Instrument No. 2004000737013 in the Office of the Clerk of the County of KINGS, on the 30th 

the Clerk of KINGS County. The property in question is described as follows: 567 PINE STREET, 
BROOKLYN, NY 1 1208 SEE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION ALL that certain plot, piece or parcel of land, with 

of Kings, City and State of New York, bounded and described as follows: BEGINNING at the corner formed 
by the intersection of the Northerly side of Blake Avenue and the Easterly side of Pine Street; RUNNING 

Street, 20 feet; THENCE Westerly at right angles to the Pine Street and part of the distance through a party 
wall, 100 feet to the Easterly side of Pine Street; THENCE Southerly along the Easterly side of Pine Street, 
20 feet to the point or place of BEGINNING. HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLOSURE NEW YORK 
STATE LAW REQUIRES THAT WE SEND YOU THIS NOTICE ABOUT THE FORECLOSURE PROCESS. 
PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY. MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE IS A COMPLEX PROCESS. SOME 
PEOPLE MAY APPROACH YOU ABOUT “SAVING" YOUR HOME. YOU SHOULD BE EXTREMELY 
CAREFUL ABOUT ANY SUCH PROMISES. THE STATE ENCOURAGES YOU TO BECOME INFORMED 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS IN FORECLOSURE THERE ARE GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, LEGAL AID 
ENTITIES AND OTHER NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS THAT YOU MAY CONTACT FOR INFORMATION 
ABOUT FORECLOSURE WHILE YOU ARE WORKING WITH YOUR LENDER DURING THIS PROCESS. 
TO LOCATE AN ENTITY NEAR YOU, YOU MAY CALL THE TOLL-FREE HELPLINE MAINTAINED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT’S WEB SITE AT WWW.BANKING.STATE.NY.US/. THE STATE DOES NOT GUARANTEE 
THE ADVICE OF THESE AGENCIES. NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME If you do 



Notice of Formation of Clothesline Designs LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 1 1/25/08. Office location: Kings 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro- 
cess to LLC, c/o Clothesline Designs LLC 5 Coachmans 
Court, Old Westbury, New York 11568 PB48 _ 2 


Notice of Formation of BGPW Enterprises, L.L.C. 
Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 10/8/08. Office location; 
Kings County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to LLC, 144 President St, Brooklyn, 
NY 11213. Purpose: any lawful activity. BP45 _ S0 


Notice of formation of GNA Realty, LLC. Arts of Org. 
filed w/ Secy, of State of NY (SSNY) On 1/6/03. 
Office location; Brooklyn. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon Whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 370 Jefferson St, Brooklyn, 
NY 11237 Purpose: any lawful activity. BP47 . 01 


Notice of Formation of GowanuSoft L.L.C. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 9/10/2008. Office Location; Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall mail pro- 
cess to LLC, 247 President St. Brooklyn, NY 11231. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. BP44 _ 49 


Notice of Formation of Crispy Holdings, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 08/25/08. Office location: Kings County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
LLC, 10 Stratford Road apt 12H Brooklyn N.Y. 11218.^ 



York 1 1 201 , in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Caesar Jared Medina. My^resent 
name is Caesar Jared Medina-Molina. My present address is 735 53rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11220. My 


AWP 15 



NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS 



NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED AVENUE 



INCOME OPPORTUNITIES 


**2008 POSTAL JOBS!** $14 to $59 hour + 
Required. NOW HIRING! Green Card OK. 
$384 DAILY! No experience required! Data 






gh School Diploma at home FAST! 
ichure. 800-470-4723 www.c 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


.istings 800-815-7810 ext 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 

If you're suffering from 
a cold, drafty house and 
SKY-HIGH UTILITY BILLS, 
you can take smart steps to 
protect your house from the 
cold and save money. 

IF YOUR HOUSE: 

• Feels drafty 

• Has varying room temperatures 

• Costs too much to heat or cool 

please call us today for a 
Home Energy Assessment. 



Full Service Restoration and Construction Company 
dedicated to preserving the past and building the future in: 
• Brooklyn Heights • Cobble Hill • Park Slope 
• Fort Greene • Clinton Hills, Brooklyn. 

• Structural • Flooring 

• Framing • New Windows/Installation 

• Sheet Rock • Roofing 

• Plaster • Design Specialist 

NO JOB TOO BIG 

TIME FOR PRIMETIME NOW 
Alex Prime • Paris Prime 
ie:516. 850.2694 fax 718.783.4919 



EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


GENERAL RENOVATIONS 
2 ★ ★ Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering - 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 

f FREE ESTIMATES insur& 


(718) 686-1100 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate L32 -‘ 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

on page 15 

























































